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XX.  THE  BOETNDARY  CONTROVERSY  BETWEEN  PENN- 
SYLVANIA AND  VIRGINIA;  1748-1785. 


A Sketch/  by  Boyd  Crumrine,  of  Washington,  Pa. 

It  is  proposed  to  publish  m the  Annals  of  the  Carnegie  Museum, 
the  original  minute  books  of  the  old  Virginia  Courts  held  within  the 
limits  of  southwestern  Pennsylvania,  during  the  period  when  A'irginia 
claimed  and  exercised  jurisdiction  over  what  is  now  Washington, 
Greene,  Fayette,  WTstmoreland,  and  Allegheny  Counties,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  it  is  fit  that  these  minutes  should  be  preceded  with  a sketch 
of  the  boundary  controversy  between  the  two  states,  beginning  as  early 
as  1748,  and  terminating  only  by  the  final  establishment  of  the  west- 
ern boundary  line  as  it  is  to-day  in  1785. 

When  this  contest  began  our  Western  country  was  indeed  a wilder- 
ness. Thomas  Hutchins,  an  engineer  with  Bouijiiet’s  expedition 
in  1764,  said  of  it  in  his  “Topographical  Description  , of  Vir- 
ginia, Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland,”  published  in  London  in  1778; 
“The  whole  country  abounds  in  Bears,  Elks,  Buffaloes,  Deer,  Tur- 
kies,  etc.,  an  uncjuestionable  proof  of  the  goodness  of  its  Soil.  ” In 
a foot-note,  Hutchins  quotes  from  Gordon,  a still  earlier  explorer : 
“ This  country  may,  from  a proper  knowledge,  be  affirmed  to  be  the 
most  healthy,  the  most  pleasant,  the  most  commodious,  and  the  most 
fertile  spot  of  earth,  known  to  European  people.”  Francis  Parkman, 
writing  of  the  country  west  of  the  Alleghanies  in  1760,  says  : “ One 

vast  and  continuous  forest  shadowed  the  fertile  soul,  covering  the 
lands  as  the  grass  covers  a garden  lawn,  sweeping  over  hill  and  hol- 
low in  endless  undulation,  burying  mountains  in  verdure,  and  man- 
tling brooks  and  rivers  from  the  light  of  day:”  ^ Thus,  more  than 
a century  ago,  when  our  country  was  a wilderness,  did  it  give  [iromise 
of  its  future  greatness. 

* This  sketch  is  founded  upcn  an  address  delivered  before  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Historical  Society,  in  Allegheny  City,  in  the  spring  of  1894. 

Conspiracy  of  Pontiac,  147. 
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Annals  of  the  Carnegie  Museum. 


THE  FRENCH  OCCUPATION. 

But,’  before  proceeding  to  discuss  the  special  subject  of  this  sketch, 
it  should  be  noticed  that,  as  the  custom  of  nations  with  reference  to 
new  discoveries  by  their  peoples  went,  the  country  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghanies,  prior  to  its  actual  occupation  and  settlement  by  Englishmen, 
was  in  the  occupation  and  jurisdiction  more  or  less  rightful  of  France, 
known  as  the  French  Occupation  ; so  that,  had  there  not  been  a 
change  of  jurisdiction,  we  might  have  been  a French  people. 

At  one  time  in  American  history  France  claimed  all  the  lands  west 
of  the  Alleghanies  by  right  of  prior  discovery  ; and  the  establishment 
of  her  power  on  the  coasts  of  North  America  was  coeval  with  the  iirst 
colonies  from  England.  " In  1682,  the  year  in  which  'W'illiam  Penn 
first  came  to  his  new  colony  on  the  Delaware,  Robert  Cavalier,  Sieur 
-de  la  Salle,  having  passed  with  his  e\}>edition  from  the  lakes  into  the 
Mississippi,  proceeded  in  April  to  the  mouth  of  that  river,  and  in  the 
name  of  Louis  XDh  took  possession  of  all  the  lands  watered  by  the 
Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  and  named  the  country  Louisiana.  * 
In  the  library  of  Washington  N Jefferson  College  is  a very  rare  and 
valuable  atlas,  entitled  Atlas  Luiiversel,”  etc.,  published  at  Paris 
in  1755.  ninety-eighth  map  of  the  series  shows  a jiart  of  North 

America,  embracing  the  course  of  the  Ohio  River,  New  England, 
New  York.  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Caro- 
lina. It  represents  the  boundary  line  between  Pennsylvania  and  I.ou- 
isiana  as  being  the  most  western  ridge  of  the  Alleghany  mountains. 

The  map  mentioned,  purporting  to  have  been  based  upon  surveys 
made  by  Christopher  Gist  in  1751,  is  the  oldest  map  of  western 
Pennsylvania  the  writer  has  seen.  On  it  is  indicated  “ F.  du  Quesne,” 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Monongahela  ou  Mohongalo.”  The  river  be- 
low Fort  Duquesne  is  called  the  “ Ohio  ou  Splawacipika  ” ; above  the 
fort  it  is  called  “ Ohio  ou  Allegany.”  Several  Indian  villages  are  des- 
ignated, and  two  English  towns,  or  settlements,  Kittanning  and  Ve- 
nango. Lake  Chatauqua  is  indicated,  but  without  a name.  It  was 
called  in  early  historical  writings,  “ 

But  there  was  an  older  map  extant ; for,  at  a meeting  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  on  August  4,  1731,  there  was  produced  a “ Map  of 
Louisiana,  as  inserted  in  a Book  called  a New  General  Atlas,  published 
at  London  in  the  year  1721,”  whenut  was  first  observed  how  ‘‘exor- 
3 1.  Bancroft,  17,  iS. 


^ U.  Bancroft,  33S. 
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bitant  the  French  claims  were  on  the  Continent  of  America  ; that  by 
the  description  in  said  Map  they  claimed  a great  part  of  Carolina  and 
Virginia,  and  laid  doNvn  the  Susquehanna  as  a Boundary  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. ’ ’ It  was  also  noted  that,  by  the  information  of  Indian  traders 
west  of  the  Alleghanies,  the  French  were  endeavoring  to  “ gain  over  ” 
the  Indians  to  their  interests. 

Pennsylvania  was  thus  warned  as  early  as  1731  that  a powerful  con- 
tinental nation,  with  which  her  parent  kingdom  was  at  peace,  was 
threatening  a foothold  upon  fertile  lands  within  her  own  charter 
limits,  undefined  however  until  a later  date.  Disturbed  for  many 
years  by  a controversy  with  Lord  Baltimore  concerning  her  southern 
boundary,  and  also  by  disagreements  between  the  proprietary  Gover- 
nors and  Provincial  Assemblies,  as  well  as  by  continuously  embarrass- 
ing relations  as  to  her  Indian  affairs  in  her  undoubted  possessions  and 
settlements  east  of  the  mountains,  for  many  years  she  made  no  effort 
to  repel  the  French  intrusion.  Not  until  Virginia,  in  1748  and 
1749,  had  taken  the  initiative  in  the  establishment  of  the  Ohio  Com- 
pany in  the  vicinity  of  the  Pittsburgh  of  to-day,  did  Pennsylvania 
manifest  an  interest  in  the  subject.  Where  her  western  boundary 
might  lie  she  seemed  to  know  little  and  care  less.  It  was  the  Virginian 
occupation  in  the  years  mentioned,  resulting  in  the  French  and  Indian 
war,  which  brought  to  Pennsylvania  a suggestion  of  watchfulness  as  to 
her  western  boundary.^ 

In  1748,  Thomas  Lee,  of  the  King’s  Council  in  Virginia,  formed 
the  design  of  effecting  settlements  on  the  wild  lands  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghanies, through  the  agency  of  a land  corporation  called  the  Ohio 
Company.  Lawrence  Washington  and  Augustine  Washington,  elder 
brothers  of  George  Washington,  were  interested  in  the  scheme,  A 
grant  was  obtained  from  the_  English  king  of  five  hundred  thousand 
acres  of  land,  to  be  taken  chiefly  on  the  south  side  of  the  Ohio,  between 
the  Monongahela  and  Kanawha  rivers.  Two  hundred  thousand  acres 
were  to  be  selected  immediately,  and  to  be  held  for  ten  years  free  from 
quit-rents  and  taxes,  on  condition  that  the  company  should  seat  one 
hundred  families  on  the  lands  within  seven  years,  and  build  a fort  and 
maintain  a garrison  sufficient  to  protect  the  settlements. 

In  1751,  Christopher  Gist  was  sent  out  from  Virginia  as  the  agent 
of  the  Ohio  company  to  explore  the  lands,  and  it  was  then  doubtless 

^ Crnmrine's  History  of  Washington  County,  p.  140. 
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that  he  made  the  surveys,  which,  being  published,  formed  the  basis  of 
the  F'rench  map  of  1757.  In  1752,  with  Joshua  Fry  and  two  other 
commissioners  representing  Virginia,  Mr.  Gist  attended  a treaty  with 
the  Indians,  with  whom  the  French  were  tampering.  This  treaty  was 
held  at  Logstown,  eighteen  miles  or  so  below  Pittsburgh,  on  the  Ohio. 
Some  years  ago  there  was  quite  a discussion  in  the  newspapers  as  to 
the  location  of  Logstown,  whether  it  was  on  the  north  or  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river.  In  fact  there  were  two  Logstowns,  opposite  each 
other  ; one  on  the  north  bank,  occupied  by  white  or  half-breed  traders, 
and  the  other  on  the  south  bank  occupied  by  the  Shawanese  Indians. 

It  is  manifest  that  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  the  Ohio  Company 
was  to  meet  the  French  claim  and  occupation  of  lands  upon  the  Ohio 
and  Alleghany  by  actual  settlements  to  be  made  by  English  colonists 
from  Virginia.  The  headquarters  of  Leguardeur  de  St.  Pierre,  the 
French  commandant,  were  at  Venango  : and  in  1753,  Governor  Din- 

widdie,  then  also  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Ohio  Company,  sent 
George  Washington,  a youth  of  twenty-one  years,  to  the  French  com- 
mandant, to  ascertain  the  purpose  of  the  threatened  encroachment. 
It  was  on  this  journey  that  Washington  stood  on  the  **'  Point  ” at  the 
confluence  of  our  two  nvers,  which  he  re[)orted  in  his  Journal,  as  an 
eligible  place  for  a fort.®  In  1754,  the  erection  of  a fort  at  the  place 
indicated  was  begun  by  Capt.  William  Trent  in  command  of  a body 
of  Virginia  militia.  After  its  commencement.  Captain  Trent  returned 
to  Will’s  Creek  (now  Cumberland)  leaving  the  construction  of  the  fort 
to  Ensign  Edward  Ward  ; but  on  April  17,  1754,  a hostile  force  of 
about  seven  hundred  French  and  Indians  came  down  the  Alleghany 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  Contrecour,  to  whom  Ensign  A\'ard  ' with 
but  thirty-three  men,  surrendered  the  unfinished  fort.  The  fort  was 
then  completed  by  the  French  and  named  Fort  DuQuesne,  in  honor 
of  the  Marquis  DuQuesne,  the  French  Governor  General  of  Canada. 

Thus  were  the  French  in  the  actual  military  occupation  of  the  valley 
of  the  Ohio.  Then  followed  the  events  of  the  so-called  French  and 
Indian  war  : the  battle  of  Fort  Necessity,  at  Great  Meadows  in 

what  is  now  Fayette  county,  Washington’s  maiden  engagement  ; and 
the  surrender  of  the  fort  to  the  French  on  July  4,  1754;  in  the 
ne.xt  year  the  battle  of  Braddo('k’s  Defeat,  on  July  9,  1755,  resulting 
in  the  complete  expulsion  of  the  English  from  the  waters  of  the  Monon- 

•>  The  Olden  Time,  Vol.  I.,  |).  I2. 

* AiterWvtrds  one  of  the  [u->tiee>  of  the  old  Ndr^inia  Courts. 
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gahela  and  Ohio.  All  this  contest  between  the  French  and  Indians  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  English  on  the  other,  was  brought  about  without 
the  agency  of  Pennsylvania. 

There  followed  a state  of  quiesence  on  the  part  of  the  French,  them- 
selves apparently  .satisfied  with  the  fact  of  their  possession  ; but  not  so 
was  the  state  of  the  Indians.  Secretly  incited  by  the  French,  doubt- 
less, the  Indians  carried  their  bloody  incursions  into  the  valleys  east  of 
the  mountains,  leaving  desolation,  death,  and  suffering  on  every  side. 
But,  in  1756,  occurred  the  expedition  of  Col.  James  Armstrong  from 
Fort  Shirley,  in  what  is  now  Huntingdon  county,  resulting  in  the  de- 
struction of  the  Indian  towns  at  Kittanning  ; in  1758,  Forbes’s  expedi- 
tion, with  Grant’s  defeat  on  Grant’s  Hill,  Pittsburgh,  on  September  14, 
followed  by  the  capture  or  rather  the  abandonment  of  Fort  Duquesne 
on  November  25th,  and  the  erection  of  Fort  Pitt  (though  not  in  the 
same  location  as  Fort  Duquesne),  in  1759,  by  a force  under  the  com- 
mand of  Gen.  Stanwix. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  this  expulsion  of  the  French  from  the 
Ohio  valley  was  not  by  the  militia  alone  of  either  Pennsylvania  or 
Virginia,  but  by  royal  forces  sent  over  by  the  English  government, 
aided  by  the  militia  from  both  colonies.  And  so  the  French  occupa- 
tion was  terminated  by  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  Eng- 
land and  France,  signed  on  February  10,  1763,  and  then  passed  from 
France  all  her  possessions  in  America  east  of  the  Mississippi,  including 
Canada. 

THE  VIRGINIA  OCCUPATION. 

The  erection  of  the  fort  at  the  Point  by  Capt.  Trent,  in  1754, 
a trespass  by  Virginia  upon  the  lands  in  the  valley  of  Ohio,  brought 
about  the  French  and  Indian  war,  resulting  beneficially,  however,  in 
the  loss  to  France  of  most  of  her  American  possessions  and  their  ac- 
quisition by  the  English,  and  bringing  directly  to  Pennsylvania  a 
sharpened  sense  of  the  necessity  for  looking  after  her  political  interests 
west  of  the  Alleghanies. 

Now,  what  was  the  origin  of  this  Virginia  usurpation,  for  usurpation 
it  was  ? How  did  it  happen  that  Virginia  claimed  any  of  her  territory 
within  our  western  border  ? How  did  she  come  to  claim  jurisdiction 
over  the  great  Northwestern  Territory,  the  mother  of  magnificent 
states  of  the  Union  ? The  answers  to  these  queries  arise  out  of  the 
following  facts  : 
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The  charter  granted  by  Charles  II.  to  William  Penn,  for  the  prov- 
ince of  Pennsylvania,  was  dated  March  4,  1681.  The  grant  was 
bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Delaware  River,  “unto  the  three  and 
fortieth  degree  of  Xorthern  latitude,  if  the  said  river  doth  extend  so 
far  northward  ; . . . The  said  land  to  extend  westward  five  degrees 
in  longitude  to  be  computed  from  the  said  eastern  Ijounds  ; and  the 
said  lands  to  be  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  beginning  of  the  three  and 
fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and  on  the  south  by  a circle  drawn 
at  twelve  miles  distance  from  New  Castle  northward  and  westward, 
unto  the  beginning  of  the  fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and  then 
by  a staight  line  westward  to  the  limits  of  longitude  above  mentioned.” 

It  thus  is  made  plain,  that  Pennsylvania  was  a province  of  three  de- 
grees of  latitude  and  fi\'e  degrees  of  longitude,  extending  from  the 
fortieth  degree,  /.  c.,  line  39°,  to  the  beginning  of  the  forty-third  de- 
gree, /.  K.,  line  42°  ; and  in  the  absence  of  an  interference  with  any 
prior  grant,  doubtless  no  other  position  would  ever  have  been  enter- 
tained. But  in  1632,  forty-nine  years  before  Penn’s  charter,  Charles 
I.  had  granted  a province  to  Lord  Baltimore,  named  Maryland,  under 
the  terms  of  which  charter  a very  interesting  controversy  arose  between 
Penn  and  Lord  Baltimore,  whether  Penn’s  charter  carried  him  to  the 
parallel  39°,  as  he  claimed  it  did,  or  only  to  parallel  40 as  claimed 
by  Lord  Baltimore.  But  it  was  destined  that  our  southern  border 
should  be  neither  at  parallel  39°,  nor  at  parallel  40°  ; although  many 
were  the  contentions  and  strifes  among  settlers  along  the  Maryland 
line,  arising  before  this  controversy  was  determined  by  the  running  of 
Mason  and  Dixon’s  line  at  30°,  43',  26",  in  1767,  to  a point  two 
hundred  and  forty-four  miles  from  the  river  Delaware,  and  within 
thirty-six  miles  of  the  whole  distance  to  be  run.  This  point  was  at  the 
second  crossing  of  Dunkard  Creek,  near  the  southern  boundary  of 
Greene  county  ; and  by  that  j)oint  passed  the  Warrior  Branch  of  the 
old  Catawba  or  Cherokee  trail,  along  which  traveled  the  war  parties  of 
the  northern  and  southern  Indians.  Acro.ss  it  the  Indian  escort  of 
the  surveying  party  would  not  allow  even  an  imaginary  line  to  be 
drawn.  Thus,  at  the  beginning  of  1768  the  southwest  corner  of  Penn- 
sylvania had  not  been  found  and  marked,  and  the  western  boundary, 
whether  an  irregular  line  or  a meridian,  was  as  yet  unknown. 

But  how  the  controversy  with  Virginia  came  about  has  not  yet  ap- 
peared. For  this  we  must  go  back  to  the  \firginia  charter,  which  ante- 
dated both  that  of  Maryland  and  that  of  Pennsylvania. 
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The  first  charter  or  patent  for  the  colony  of  Virginia  was  by  Queen 
Elizabeth  in  1583,  and  it  had  neither  name  nor  bounds.  The  settlers 
under  this  patent,  partly  ffvOm  misconduct  and  partly  from  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  Indians,  and  other  calamities,  abandoned  their  efforts  and 
the  patent  became  extinct.  But  in  1602  James  I.  succeeded  Elizabeth, 
and  in  1606  he  issued  a new  patent  incorporating  two  companies, 
called  the  South  Virginia  Company,  and  the  North  Virginia  Company, 
afterwards  called  re.spectively  the  London  Company  and  the  Plymouth 
Company.  Each  was  to  be  limited  to  a square  of  one  hundred  miles 
backward  from  the  sea.  The  London  Company,  with  which  we  are 
concerned,  settled  at  Cape  Henry,  and  hence  the  scpiare  of  one  hun- 
dred miles  granted  by  that  patent  could  not  have  extended  to  the 
eastern  base  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  But  in  1609,  the  London  Company 
received  a new  patent,  with  the  boundaries  of  their  grant  enlarged  by 
the  following  terms  : 

‘V\ll  those  lands  . . . lying  and  being  in  that  part  of  America 
called  Virginia,  from  the  point  of  land  called  Cape  or  Point  Comfort, 
all  along  the  sea-(  oast  to  the  northward  two  hundred  miles  ; and  from 
the  said  Point  or  Cape  Comfort  all  along  the  sea-coast  to  the  south- 
ward two  hundred  miles  ; and  all  that  space  and  circuit  of  lands  lying 
from  the  sea-coast  of  the  precinct  aforesaid  up  into  the  land  throughout, 
from  sea  to  sea,  west  and  northwest.” 

Observe  the  ambiguities  in  the  terms  of  this  grant,  the  chief  of 
which  is  in  the  words  up  into  the  land  throughout,  from  sea  to  sea, 
west  and  northwest,”  as  containing  directions  for  the  northern  and 
southern  boundaries.  Shall  the  due  west  line  be  drawn  from  a point 
on  the  sea-coast  two  hundred  miles  north  of  Point  Comfort,  and  the 
northwest  line  be  drawn  from  a point  on  the  sea-coast  two  hundred 
miles  south  of  Point  Comfort  ? If  so,  then  the  London  Company  was 
limited  to  a triangle  which  extended  to  no  territory  in  our  western 
border.  Or,  shall  the  west  line  be  drav  n from  a point  on  the  sea- 
coast  two  hundred  miles  south  of  Point  Comfort,  and  the  northwest 
line  from  a point  on  the  sea-coast  two  hundred  miles  north  of  Point 
Comfort  ? This  was  the  interpretation  claimed  by  Virginia,  and  one 
will  see  that  if  it  were  correct,  the  northwest  line  would  run  through 
the  heart  of  Pennsylvania,  passing  east  out  of  Erie  City  ; while,  the 
southern  boundary  line,  running  due  west,  the  two  would  never  meet, 
and  \’irginia  would  have  owned  the  greater  part  of  the  entire  continent. 
But,  without  di.scussing  further  the  propriety  of  either  interpretation, 
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let  it  be  said  that  Virginia  always,  while  yet  a colony  and  after  she  be- 
came a state,  referred  chiefly  to  this  charter  of  1609  as  authorizing  her 
jurisdiction,  not  only  over  the  Monongahela  and  Ohio  valleys,  but  also 
as  giving  her  an  ownership  over  the  entire  Northwestern  Territory. 

This  jurisdiction  over  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  River, 
Virginia  refused  to  cede  to  the  Confederacy  of  the  United  States, 
though  her  refusal  endangered  the  confederation,  until  in  17S1,  when, 
no  longer  able  to  resist  the  influence  of  the  other  states,  especially  that 
of  Maryland,  she  finally  gave  way  so  far  as  to  abandon  her  claims  over 
lands  north  and  west  of  the  Ohio  River,  on  condition,  however,  that 
the  United  States  would  guarantee  her  rights  to  the  south  and  east  of 
the  Ohio.  This  guaranty  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  refused, 
and  in  1784  the  condition  was  withdrawn  and  the  cession  made  abso- 
lute. But  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  no  sister  state  or  government, 
nor  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation,  ever  at-  any  time  recognized 
the  right  of  Virginia  to  such  jurisdiction.  Only  for  the  sake  of  per- 
fecting the  Union,  such  as  it  then  was,  was  there  any  respect  at  all 
paid  to  her  pretensions. 

But,  assuming  that  Virginia’s  interpretation  of  her  charter  provisions 
was  the  correct  one,  there  was  another  fact  which  wholly  ousted  her 
claim  to  any  lands  which  might  eventually  be  found  to  fall  within  the 
boundaries  of  Penn’s  charter.  In  1624,  prior  to  the  grant  of  Mary- 
land to  Lord  Baltimore,  as  well  as  prior  to  the  grant  of  Pennsylvania 
to  William  Penn,  the  charter  to  the  I.ondon  Company  was  dissolved 
in  the  English  courts  by  a writ  of  quo  warranto ; and  from  a proprie- 
tary colony  somewhat  like  that  of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia  from  that 
time  on  was  a Crown  colony.  The  distinction  between  a colony  and 
a province,  such  as  was  Pennsylvania,  is  well  known.  Whatever 
rights  are  secured  to  the  proprietor  of  a province  cannot  be  infringed 
or  altered  by  the  Crown,  without  the  consent  of  the  proprietor,  nor 
abrogated  unless  by  judgment  of  law  founded  upon  some  act  of  com- 
mission or  omission  working  a forfeiture  or  dissolution.  But  a royal 
or  crown  colony  is  a mere  creature  of  the  royal  will  ; its  boundaries, 
all  its  machinery  of  government,  may  be  modified,  altered,  or  annulled 
at  the  royal  pleasure  and  discretion.  For  this  reason  alone,  therefore, 
Virginia  having  become  a crown  colony  prior  to  the  passing  of  Penn’s 
charter,  she  could  thereafter  make  no  claim  to  any  lands  within  the 
limits  of  Penn’s  charter,  whatever  interpretation  was  to  be  put  upon 
the  terms  of  her  own  charter  provisions. 


/''V  'AUyTASiK^)  .3HT  AO  - « ^ ^ 

Q-  . '-  _ ' : 

5Kfe  4'f^;  Wir'-vnoK)'-.  :•-  * -jfm-M  ,>-7i5^fr.  -i»ii;,.ii:/ pi 
7-,‘ff  'iJ n ■;•■  ■.^/^^'^  if  > ^ hoi^fv*  i‘  ) 

o^iL  •.■<;[  '..!Tt<,)  J-Ii:  *y/0  4tl^  .,-!1fU 

.vio^iT^uf  :)i:ijri-;  <:jci^)£TY/C/ •fri;,-i.yi<  '^v  ;•& 

-J.'IA  ’iUifK')  'Mi  to  -rf'K-*.  s 

-’f'f  >0  ti<it  oj  ->r?i?o  ol  bvi-i/toi 

iu:li  .'u>  ipiito  t^cli^o  odi  oi  on 

IV /O  V.p;r/J  ,' • r:/f'  ‘.[t  ■ ::<iif's^'  Oi  rfX  idx  Vk:  Vii<V  yvi^-*^  v't'!»h4  .O-rfd  Iv 

^.li.  ,Tp-vv«v>!  ' vo  o;:(<  > >o  j>pv,  i>n^: 

>0  cjv''.-/-  r-H  O'j  *^oii.  h, ■!<>/.  SiViliff  J yfi? 

uf‘i-  Ic  >nri  ’.Ci4^  ;>ni 

.Kf^r  :>  pri/  i iff  is  si^i-L'/iLdri  /ryj‘//r  noi}fb.u>.».'jfi.i  t ftr  bre 

j:r  ;:/';'‘:o  ':ur7/;fh  vJOti  o.;  :>yvT  vi  V'  .rvi  ,pfu| 

v->'  ■■^•fiti)  {I’iu  ?.y/''j  .fJOiJp-y^bviV'.!  ) '..r:i  >y/jri'^j:r- 'J  jily  ton 

-Ip  ,j  'U.'  -ffh  !oI  /xiiT'  0)  ■ / k.  kf^?*T  orf.l 

br.  ki;  't.;-j.  iHji  ?.f  P,  }i:  ''  , ao'u<  J •>:•;  yaU't-*'^ 

■ ' ■•,  ■■.■■•  tvfi  Ot  bi^C] 

r-poi'-r/vj-f' ; -liO'if.fB  iji!  V.>  .Koy.o.'oTr».j-’.v5ni  '■f.i  t; i p;-  • /”  3 ,ij*v{ 

■j->i  bvx?.Po  (iio.d/*  ;{piij':«  jpdi  i.^;kon.p  v';-,.'i:f  -wil 

fibdii  u !l}?  ‘'Afi  vIliVJinj'M  ri\.  dv>  Vj'il.  oi  ft.k'^0 

• vifeK  ‘to  'ct'  TCJk;  <\i  lil* . -”.  a'x’in  .-'I  *io  fc&i-ii-xjbnJioJ 

a fo  jn/jt^  'j0  n)  ■><;-. ~q  ^ n,*  ,p’OitfUl41  bio  ! q;  4n(*i.- 

irjvib>>>b . kf://-''(^f{iKi:mK)  fiohiK'-i  0»  xy’i.'jwl:*  -idl  »:jv  03 

-'jri'icj'k'f  iy  ii'oft  bnxj  : oxii.rnii  V oo,f>  *to  iit//  s}  vxj  ar. fd 
k.  ■(}  f/jcn't  ‘io ' mih  5r;i‘fJ  Uud'fn-jmoi  yrroi^'j  '(iBi 

l-.n^'.  ,_n<ilo-.  t "wiyOfj'trih  .voote  v vao’)  j:  ku'n  m 7kiir 

I'j /-ijvtd '*'/  ^r.vonpi  W'S^i  iff,  ia\'F!  «.*,  /«3k^  ^ 

io;^nJT^nr  vd  }Okn;;p  v kkv<:a'i  ii  ”'•>  ‘roj^^intJTq  ‘kh  oj  yo  >nl«h 


■joa  .U/!':3nkOiq  vd?  to  .;k'^oop  pdi  irv.k’)  pn:  vd  to 

kkOj  'tv  j .Xi  vPiUf;  no:[i;  !'‘:;u,rJvot'  Wit-  'io  (\i  h^pIp;; 

•*'  }oi  A Jii^  kiobidoiii'iO  10  ivni>i-ilTot  r>  '4fti.5(K|w  irOtwkxrfO  io 

-^U  : itirw  lo'fOf  t;4i  *tu  ‘7VAr.  f>.  i\  /roIqo  «xor:;  io 

ir.4t;a(n'.p  k-  .lrjkj;|ft*0<Tf  :yi^j  (Lm  JAptiffi'fV  •'r^ 'io  8)t  iiu 

,'.oov«vj5l3  .vkoii*  Lio^fcttt  is-idb  "uj'^  .Jipbwtjli  btin  .k;v.oi  ^r!f  u. 

«•  xutp'i  to  '_r.v:i,!i  vr(3  ■.-.f  loitq  ynotra;.  rTvanp  r;  P‘sniO0^5  V 

vdT'  rrirtti ,/  vha  oi  ffibib  Oft  u/f 5 ■ v.3n Ld’j 

noqu  ■)!  4 mi  ot  m oobfelvtvjioJXH  ■vr/pii^ivif 

xnoinhorq  loiifkl'i  nv«o  i«ixi  To: 


Crumrixe  : Pennsylvania  Boundary  Controversy. 


513 


To  explain  the  origin  of  Virginia’s  usurpation  of  territory  upon  the 
Monongahela  and  Ohio,  the  writer  digre^^sed  from  the  building  of  Fort 
Pitt,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Monongahela,  in  1759,  followed  by  the  ces- 
sion of  the  French  claims  by  the  treaty  of  1763.  Soon  after  that  treaty 
occurred  what  is  known  as  the  Conspiracy  of  Pontiac,  in  the  summer 
of  1763.  This  was  an  effort  set  on  foot  in  1762,  at  Detroit,  by  that 
great  chieftain  Pontiac,  who  organized  all  the  Indian  tribes  under  a 
common  purpose  to  drive  the  hated  English  entirely  out  of  the  country. 
It  is  said  that,  to  raise  means  to  supply  his  forces  in  their  incursions 
eastward  he  issued  promissory  notes  on  birch  bark,  signed  with  the 
figure  of  an  otter,  and  that,  moreover,  they  were  all  subsequently  re- 
deemed by  him.  In  the  spring  of  1763  Pontiac  appeared  with  his 
savage  forces  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Pitt,  moved  across  the 
mountains,  and  almost  desolated  the  settlements  on  the  east,  even 
through  the  valley  of  the  Sus(iuehanna.  During  this  Indian  war,  ter- 
minated by  Bouquet’s  expedition,  and  the  desperate  battle  of  Bushy 
Run,  on  Turtle  Creek,  in  Westmoreland  county,  on  August  5,  1763,  and 
the  relief  of  Fort  Pitt  thereby,  there  was  no  opportunity  for  an  imme- 
diate conflict  of  civil  jurisdiction  west  of  the  Alleghanies.  From  1764 
to  1774,  however,  there  was  peace  with  the  tribes,  the  pioneers  being 
disturbed  only  at  times  by  the  occasional  depredations  of  savages  intent 
upon  plunder  rather  than  moved  by  the  havoc  of  war.  And  George 
Wa.shington,  then  a colonel,  turned  his  attention  to  the  actpiisition  of 
lands  west  of  the  mountains.  In  1770,  on  October  17th,  with  F)r. 
Craik,  who  had  been  his  companion  in  arms  at  the  battle  of  Great 
Meadows  and  in  Braddock’s  defeat,  he  arrived  at  Fort  Pitt,  and  in  his 
journal  ^ he  mentions  his  meeting  at  Semple’s  tavern,  where  he  stopped. 
Dr.  John  Connolly,  “nephew  to  Col.  Croghan,  a very  sensible  and 
intelligent  man,  who  had  traveled  over  a good  deal  of  this  western 
country,  both  by  land  and  water.”  This  Dr.  John  Connolly,  thus 
introduced  to  us  by  no  less  a personage  than  Col.  George  Wash- 
ington, was  soon  to  play  an  im[)ortant  part  in  the  civil  history  of  the 
country  west  of  the  mountains ; for  he  became  the  leader  of  the 
Virginia  adherents  in  the  contest  to  establish  the  Virginia  jurisdiction 
along  our  rivers,  and,  as  will  be  seen,  a justice  of  one  of  her  courts. 

In  1772,  John  Murray,  the  fourth  Earl  of  Dunmore,  one  of  the 
Peers  of  Scotland,  became  Governor  of  Virginia;  and  early  in  1773 
he  made  a visit  to  Fort  Pitt,  where  he  met  Dr.  John  Connolly,  hereto- 
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fore  introduced  to  us  by  Col.  Washington,  who  had  dined  with  him 
at  Semple’s.  Most  probably  Lord  Dunmore,  who  was  an  intense  loy- 
alist, had  early  information  of  transactions  presaging  the  rupture  of  the 
colonies  from  the  mother  country,  and  in  the  controversy  instituted 
over  the  boundary  question,  as  well  as  in  his  management  of  the  Indian 
war  of  1774,  known  as  Dunmore’s  war,  he  was  impelled  in  both  to  put 
the  two  colonies  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  in  antagonism  to  each 
other.  And  it  must  be  remembered  that  on  February  26,  1773,  "<^st- 

moreland  county  had  been  erected,  covering  all  the  territory  of  south- 
western Pennsylvania,  and  the  seat  of  justice  was  placed  at  Flanna’s 
Town,  about  four  miles  from  the  present  Greensburg.  The  establish- 
ment of  government  and  courts  of  justice  over  this  territory  neces- 
sitated increased  taxation  upon  the  lands  of  the  pioneers ; and, 
as  the  greater  number  of  them  had  come  over  the  mountains  from 
Maryland  and  Wrginia,  by  way  of  Braddock’s  road,  it  was  not  a mat- 
ter of  very  great  difficulty  to  equal  the  number  of  patriotic  Pennsylva- 
nians by  the  number  of  Virginian  partisans  from  our  own  settlers.  It 
may  be  noted  that  Capt.  William  Crawford,  he  who  was  burned  at  the 
stake  by  the  Indians  at  Sandusky  in  July,  17S2,  was  a Pennsylvanian, 
being  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  and  justices  of  the  county  of  Bed- 
ford, when  first  organized  in  1771  ; but  he  afterwards  espoused  the 
cause  of  Virginia  in  the  boundary  controversy,  and  in  1775,  when  pre- 
siding judge  of  the  Westmoreland  county  court,  his  judicial  office  was 
taken  from  him,  as  he  had  then  accepted  the  appointment  of  justice 
under  Lord  Dunmore. 

On  January  i,  1774,  Dr.  John  Connolly  had  posted  a printed 
advertisement  at  Pittsburgh,  and  throughout  the  vicinity,  announcing 
that  Lord  Dunmore,  Governor  of  Virginia,  had  been  pleased  to  nomi- 
nate and  appoint  him  Captain,  Commandant  of  the  iNlilitia  of  Pitts- 
burgh and  its  Dependencies,”  and  proposed  ‘‘  moving  to  the  House  of 
Burgesses  the  necessity  of  erecting  a Xew  County,  to  include  Pitts- 
burgh;” a Virginia  county,  of  course.  This  official  announcement 
created  some  consternation  among  the  good  people  of  the  Pennsyh  ania 
jurisdiction.  Arthur  St.  Clair,  prothonotary  of  Westmoreland  county, 
caused  Dr.  Connolly  to  be  arrested,  but  the  prisoner,  after  a few  days 
confinement  in  the  county  jail  at  Hanna’s  'Pown,  prevailed  iq-on  the 
sheriff  to  permit  him  to  visit  Pittsburgh,  pledging  his  honor  to  return 
before  the  next  court  in  April.  He  did  return,  but  in  a manner  en- 
tirely unexpected.  He  returned  with  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to 
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one  hundred  and  eighty  men,  with  their  colors  flying,  and  Captains, 
Scc.j  had  their  suords  drawn.”  “The  first  thing  they  did  was  to 
])lace  sentinels  at  the  court-house  door,  and  then  Connolly  sent  a mes- 
sage that  he  would  wait  on  the  magistrates  and  communicate  the 
reasons  of  his  appearance:”  so  says  the  letter  of  Thomas  Smith  to 
Governor  Penn,  dated  April  7,  1774.  Connolly  explained  his  appear- 
ance, saying  among  othe*'  things,  “ My  orders  from  the  Government  of 
Virginia  not  being  explicit,  I have  raised  the  IMilitia  to  support  the 
Civil  Authority  of  that  Colony  vested  in  me.”  The  Pennsylvania 
Court  at  Hanna's  Town  rose  the  next  day,  April  8th,  and  Hfneas 
Mackay,  Devereux  Smith,  and  Andrew  McFarlane,  three  of  the  justices 
residing  at  Pittsburgh,  returned  to  their  homes  at  that  place  ; and  the 
next  day,  April  9th,  all  three  were  arrested  upon  the  order  of  Dr. 
Connolly  and  sent  under  guard  to  Staunton  jail,  in  the  valley  of  old 
Virginia.  Arri\  ing  at  Williamsburg  the  prisoners  met  Lord  Dunmore, 
who  heard  their  story  and  told  them  “that  Connolly  was  authorized 
by  him  as  Governor  of  Virginia  to  prosecute  the  claim  of  that  Colony 
to  Pittsburgh  and  its  Dependencies ; and,  as  to  taking  of  i^risoners,  he 
Connolly,  only  imitated  the  Pennsylvania  officers  in  Respect  to  Con- 
nolly’s imprisonment  by  them.”  Dunmore,  moreover,  released  them, 
and  permitted  them  to  return  to  their  homes. 

Then  followed  a series  of  arrests  and  counter-arrests,  long  continued, 
resulting  in  riots  and  broils  of  intense  passion.  Every  one  who,  under 
color  of  an  office  held  under  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  attempted  any 
official  act,  was  likely  to  be  arrested  and  jailed  by  persons  claiming  to 
hold  oflice  under  the  government  of  Virginia.  Likewise  were  Virginia 
officials  liable  to  arrest  and  imprisonment  by  the  Pennsylvania  partisans. 

It  is  impossible  to  go  into  any  detail  in  narrating  special  instances 
of  these  extraordinary  commotions  among  the  pioneers  of  a wilderness, 
all  of  them  occupying  homes  of  rude  construction,  their  roof-trees  and 
firesides  all  the  time  to  be  guarded  from  the  incursions  of  their  savage 
Indian  foes.  This  condition  of  things  must  be  remembered  in  think- 
ing of  these  scenes  ; and  an  illustration  of  the  state  of  the  times  among 
our  white  fathers  themselves  may  be  found  in  extracts  from  a letter 
dated  August  4,  1771,  a little  prior  to  the  assumptions  of  John  Con- 
nolly, written  by  George  Wilson,  residing  on  the  Monongahela  near 
the  mouth  of  George’s  Creek,  in  v.'hat  is  now  Fayette  County.  George 
Wilson  was  then  one  of  the  justices  of  the  courts  of  Bedford  county, 
which  had  been  organized  early  in  1771  ; and  was  the  great-grand- 
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father  of  Hon.  W.  G.  Hawkins,  now  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Orphans^ 
Court  of  Adegheny  county.  That  letter  is  a “quaint  and  curiou.s 
volume  of  forgotten  lore.  ” d'he  writer,  stating  that  he  had  just  re- 
turned home  from  court,  relates  that  he  found  a paper  being  circulated 
among  his  neighbors  pledging  the  subscribers  to  oppose  “ Every  of 
Pen’s  Laws,  as  they  called  them,  except  felonious  actions,  at  ye  risk 
of  Life  (S:  under  ye  penalty  of  fiftey  pounds,  to  be  Received  or  Lev- 
eyed By  themselves  off  ye  Estates  of  ye  failure.  The  first  of  them  I 
found  hardy  anuff  to  offer  it  in  publick,  I emediately  ordered  into 
Custody,  on  which  a large  number  Ware  assembled  as  Was  supposed  to 
Resque  the  Prisonar.  . . . When  their  Forman  saw  that  the  Arms  of 
his  Contrie,  that  as  he  said  He  had  thrown  Himself  into,  would  not 
Resque  him  By  force,  hee  catched  up  his  Rifle,  Which  Was  Well 
loaded,  jumped  out  of  Dors  swore  if  any  man  Cam  nigh  him  he 
would  put  what  Was  in  his  throo  them.  The  Person  that  Had  him  in 
Custody  Called  for  assistance  in  ye  King’s  name,  and  in  jiarticular 
Commanded  ni)  self.  I told  him  I was  a Subject,  Os:  was  not  fit  to 
Command  if  not  willing  to  obey  ; on  which  I watched  his  eye  until  I 
saw  a chance.  Sprang  in  on  him  & Seized  the  Rifle  by  ye  Muzzle,  and 
held  him  So  as  he  Could  not  Shoot  me,  until  more  help  Gott  in  to  my 
assistance,  on  which  I Disarmed  him  Os:  Broke  his  Rifle  to  peses.  I 
Res’d  a Sore  Bruse  on  one  of  my  arms  By  a punch  of  ye  Gun  in  ye 
struggle  ; Then  put  him  under  a Strong  Guard,  Told  them  the  laws  of 
their  Contrie  was  stronger  than  the  Hardest  Ruffin  among  them.  I 
found  it  necessary  on  their  Complyance  Ox  altering  their  Resolves,  and 
his  promising  to  Give  himself  no  more  trouble  in  the  affair,  as  hee 
found  that  the  people  Ware  not  as  hardy  as  hee  Expected  them  to  be, 
to  Relece  him  on  his  promise  of  Good  Be-haviour.” 

Correspondence  between  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia occurring  immediately  after  the  arrest  of  Connolly  and  the  Penn- 
sylvania Justices,  resulted  in  a meeting  of  Commissioners  at  William- 
burg,  Va.,  on  May  19,  1774,  to  endeavor  to  establish  the  boundary 
line.  This  meeting  was  fruitless  ; but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
the  Pennsylvania  commi.ssioners  proposed  as  our  western  boundary  a 
line  to  be  drawn  from  the  western  end  of  Mason  and  Dixon’s  line,  to 
be  extended  its  proper  distance  of  five  degrees  of  longitude,  thence 
northward  but  parallel  at  all  points  with  the  meanderings  of  the  Dela- 
ware River.  I'his  line  would  have  left  almost  all  of  the  present  county 


Vrm^fcpO  »ffi  1©  'jnoMioa  *0  Jf  .noHJo  isdiA 

«f'onw3  bfJB  K w v>5J':j{  it^rfT  .^jdis^^i  \o  tiiio'J 

-n  ihif^  biti  Si  ksjrU  »ifi; 

bvJiifmt  J I sbiul^  .nt;0-'»  hkn\  ztmod  b^mmS 

.^o  nrf-i"'  <T*j(lh^v'b4  a^J  ^iod%xt^n  ^norri^ 

iian  t)v^  iA  ^^noh'jii^wolmh'l  i-m^S  h^lf is  a' 

10  fa»7bi::»^i  !Xl  crt  ,^nubq  v1«3#  V viboifq  »•(  loto  :Jh-d^ll4 

> » . a ' •*  :3K  . !<’:  '(1 


1 r^i^j  ''lo“i<i'jiV'‘5Hi*r  :m«M  i»:(  W ^alw^M  V/Tio 


omx  jTji‘^10  li  itxfto  dJ  ^^vttn  T^lrtsrf 


Jsirf  ^r  t^\,03KiTP'{t*I  mLi  :tafm>L 

'jd  ixins-)  tf^m  {mv'^  ^yd  .^o  mo  b^j<j[tofxi  ,bsbi^t 

ojj,  V’*di  *jxi'T^  ^it^n  tnff  .isi&tf  ?uq  bfi/t>w 

trvIfX^wl’TiAj  i>i  brt^  e^in’r^  toll  vboJswB 

oj  -0  ■ f}  hiibOiiflAdD 

I f;jn«  9*f5  ^M  1 fi‘jld7#’^3sro^  V ton  li 

b»is  ,^iTXjE>I^  iiS  hi  JockjS  ,3i>/iuiio  & vnjg 


"(in  ox  nr  iloO'  i^bfi  iiom  Usm  v'^f  :to©^0  7on  bhio^  ^ og^mlri  bfbrf 


I , ,oJ,-  ' 4'iii  1 Md  //  no  ,5iO'nj5i«»«6 

37' nf  nwil''^/ b ano  iJO  ?J^uiH  ■^toS  J2 

'to  bffe'  ,biisyO  ^ftoilS  ^ T^bno  rnld  Juq  rt^cTI*  ; 

I ym^fij  i^nomri  niidi  V:)^noi3s  feKw 

bfjB  ,^7lnoil  ti^dr  ’4«h^fs  :i^i'3a'n&xlq^noD  tiSriJ  &)  vtftxe^sisa  ji  bduolt,,, 
9fjd  tc  .ibUs  »dl  Of  -ulclnoix  3iom  ^yiD  oj  »'i/i 

«•>{  Of  ntodi  ho.m<{KH  ^»ail  vi  vinisd  JoOyairiVf  olqoaq  ad)  tM  hmot 
' ^ ’\tMoi7j5fi^3iI  booOlo  irairnoiq  oo  mir? 


n. 


4 • - ^ - . ■ . ' . ■■  **  % 

■'*1  -*  V'  ^ 

-ir/  hqc  ijrojr/iv^oV*^  lo  lomyvtjO  ^j£if>fc(rO0^97-*bD 

>u-  .ft  ' -Yi  .._  A\  'A 


ronyi  t^dj  bfl35^7iiow'ftoO  lo^  aidt  73j1j8  7laJiiil»3m»ii  J 


igffoi  \o  3Vfi  ’to 

•ciVl  trti'j  ’10  ^ifihiibin?>m  ^ ^t3m*yq  lUf^^ 


■ f,A,  ■ '■*■• 


-.^•i 


Crumfine:  Pen'nsylvania  Boundary  Controversy.  517 


of  Washington,  and  corresponding  portions  of  the  counties  north  and 
south  of  it,  in  the  ‘-Pan-Handle”  of  Virginia.  The  proposition  was 
rejected  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  her  commissioners  contending  that 
under  a proper  construction  of  Penn’s  charter,  the  boundary  line  should 
run  east  of  Pittsburgh. 

Soon  thereafter,  in  July,  1774,  occurred  what  is  called  Dunmore’s 
war,  at  the  close  of  which  Logan,  the  celebrated  Indian  Chief,  made 
his  supposed  speech  referring  to  the  killing  of  his  dusky  family  at  the 
mouth  of  Yellow  Creek  below  the  present  Steubenville:  “ Who  is 
there  to  mourn  for  Logan  ? ’ ’ Although  this  war  was  not  of  great  mag- 
nitude, and  was  confined  to  what  is  now  the  state  of  Ohio,  yet  its  ap- 
proach so  frightened  the  settlers  of  the  Ohio  and  Monongahela  valleys 
that  it  is  said  in  a letter  written  by  Valentine  Crawford  to  Col.  Geo. 
Washington,  “ There  were  more  than  one  thousand  people  crossed  the 
Monongahela  in  one  day  at  three  ferries  that  are  not  one  mile  apart. 

Dunmore  himself  was  with  the  white  forces,  chiefly  adherents  of  the 
Virginia  jurisdiction  ; and  it  is  clear,  as  before  intimated,  that  in  the 
adjustment  of  the  terms  of  peace,  Dunmore,  foreseeing  the  approach- 
ing revolution  from  the  mother  country,  arranged  such  terms  with  the 
Indians  as  subsequently  made  them,  or  aided  to  make  them,  the  allies 
of  the  British  armies  against  our  American  patriots. 

On  his  way  down  the  river  to  the  scene  of  the  conflict.  Lord  Dun- 
more stopped  at  Fort  Dunmore,  as  the  fort  at  Pittsburgh  had  been 
baptized  by  Dr.  Connolly,  whence  he  issued  his  proclamation,  this 
time  personally  and  publicly  asserting  the  claim  of  Virginia  to  all  the 
territory  west  of  the  Laurel  Hill  mountains,  and  alleging  instructions 
he  had  lately  received  from  the  English  government  to  take  it  under 
his  immediate  control.  A counter  proclamation  by  Governor  Penn 
followed  on  October  12,  1774,  instructing  the  Pennsylvania  magis- 
trates to  maintain  the  jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,  nothwithstanding 
Dunmore’s  fulininations.  Dunmore,  on  his  return  after  the  treaty  of 
peace,  which  was  made  in  the  same  month  of  October,  stopped  again 
at  Pittsburgh,  or  at  Fort  Dunmore,  as  he  called  the  place,  when  he 
was  once  more  brought  into  personal  contact  with  his  adherents.  He 
thence  proceeded  to  Redstone,  now  Brownsville,  where  he  had  Thomas 
Scott  arrested  and  brought  before  him  for  the  offence  of  e.xercising  the 
functions  of  a Pennsylvania  magistrate.  Thomas  Scott  w'as  a distin- 
guished man  of  that  day  and  afterward.  He  became  the  first  pro- 
thonotary  of  Washington  countv  when  organized,  held  manv  other 
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important  public  positions,  and  was  a member  of  the  first  Congress  of 
the  United  States  under  the  Constitution  of  1787.  On  the  hearing 
before  Lord  Dunmore,  he  was  bound  over  to  appear  for  trial  at  a court 
for  Augusta  county,  Va.,  to  be  held  at  Fort  Dunmore  on  December  20, 

1774- 

district  OF  WEST  AUGUSTA. 

The  Augusta  county  court  was  not  opened,  however,  on  December 
20,  1774,  but  on  December  12th.  A writ  had  been  issued  by  Dun- 
more, in  the  name  of  his  British  Majesty,  adjourning  the  county  court 
of  Augusta  county  from  Staunton,  Va.,  to  Fort  Dunmore,  accompanied 
with  a new  commission  of  the  peace,  embracing  with  the  old  justices 
of  the  parent  county  the  names  of  such  of  the  adherents  in  the  Mo- 
nongahela  valley  as  were  regarded  as  proper  persons  for  Virginia 
magistrates. 

The  District  was  called  the  District  of  West  Augusta,  and  in  its  ter- 
ritory now  in  Pennsylvania  it  was  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Laurel 
Hill  mountains  and  extended  along  the  east  side  of  the  Allegheny 
River  some  distance  beyond  the  Kiskeminitas,  embracing  all  of  West- 
moreland, Allegheny,  Beaver,  Washington,  Greene,  and  Fayette 
counties. 

The  first  term  of  this  Wrginia  court  was  held  at  Fort  Dunmore  on 
February  21,  1775,  when  George  Croghan,  John  Campbell,  John 
'tonnolly,  Thomas  Smallman,  Dorsey  Pentecost,  John  Gibson,  George 
Vallandigham  and  William  Goe  appeared,  took  the  qualifying  oaths, 
and  occupied  their  seats  as  justices.  George  Croghan,  settled  about 
where  Lawrenceville  now  is,  at  first  a Virginia  adherent,  had  become 
quite  a Pennsyh  anian  during  Dunmore’ s war,  but  he  was  now  made 
the  presiding  justice  of  Dunmore’ s court,  and  this  brought  him  back 
once  more  among  the  Virginia  partisans,  hrom  this  date  there  were 
not  only  two  different  sets  of  magistrates,  with  their  subordinate  offi- 
cers, asse.ssors,  and  commissioners,  over  the  same  people  in  the 
Monongahela  valley,  but  within  a few  miles  of  each  other  there  were 
established  two  dilTerent  courts,  one  at  Pittsburgh,  the  other  at  Hanna’s 
Town,  regularly  or  irregularly  administering  justice  under  the  laws  of 
two  different  governments. 

On  the  next  day  after  the  first  sitting  of  the  court,  to  wit,  on  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1775,  Robert  Hanna  and  James  Caveat,  two  of  the  West- 
moreland county  justices,  were  arrested  for  the  performance  of  their 
duties  as  Pennsylvania  magistrates,  and  confined  at  Pittsburgh  for 


Crumrine  : Pennsylvania  Boundary  Controversy. 


519 


about  three  months,  vainly  endeavoring  to  obtain  a release.  The 
Governor  and  Council  of  Pennsylvania  were  probably  engaged  in  the 
consideration  of  affairs  of  a most  auspicious  nature  ; but,  in  the  latter 
part  of  June,  1775,  the  sheriff  of  Westmoreland  county,  aided  by  a 
posse  of  effective  strength,  proceeded  to  Pittsburgh  and  set  the  two 
justices  at  large,  taking  Dr.  John  Connolly  with  him  to  Hanna’s  town  ; 
and  on  the  records  of  the  Westmoreland  county  court,  July  Term, 
1775,  there  is  found  an  action  of  Capias  in  Case,  indicating  an  arrest 
for  damages,  brought  by  Robert  Hanna,  Esq.  z\  John  Connolly.” 

THE  REVOLUTION. 

This  case,  however,  was  never  brought  to  trial ; for  public  affairs 
had  taken  on  a new  aspect.  Our  settlers  for  a time  ceased  to  fight 
each  other,  but  stood  together  expectant  looking  for  a contest  with  the 
trained  forces  of  the  mother  country.  On  April  19,  1775,  Lexington 
and  Concord  became  noted  names  of  history.  The  astounding  news 
from  those  villages  had  scarcely  reached  the  INIonongahela  valley, 
when  public  meetings  were  held  on  the  same  day,  to  wit.  May  16, 
1775,  both  at  Lianna’s  Town  and  Pittsburgh.  At  Hanna’s  Town 
the  Pennsylvania  adherents  assembled ; at  Pittsburgh,  the  Virginia 
partisans.  Each  meeting  passed  a set  of  resolutions  with  equally 
forcible  approval  of  the  armed  resistance  to  the  invasion  of  Ameri- 
can rights  by  the  English  government,  and  equally  urging  united 
action  by  force  of  arms  successfully  to  sustain  that  resistance.  We  may 
call  these  sets  of  resolutions,  adopted  on  the  same  day  by  the  separate 
adherents  of  two  colonial  jurisdictions,  the  Monongahela  Declaration 
of  Independence.  They  antedate  more  than  a year  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  adopted  and  read  to  the  people  at  Philadelphia  on 
July  4,  1776,  and  they  antedate  the  celebrated  Mecklenburg  Reso- 
lutions of  North  Carolina  by  four  days.  All  honor  to  the  Mononga- 
hela valley  I 

A portion  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Westmoreland  county  meeting  is 
worthy  of  being  copied  : 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  but  the 
same  system  of  tyranny  and  oppression  [referring  to  the  oppressive 
measures  of  the  British  government]  will  ( should  it  meet  with  success 
in  Massachusetts  Bay)  be  extended  to  other  parts  of  America ; it  is 
therefore  the  indispensable  duty  of  every  American,  of  every  man  who 
has  any  public  virtue  or  love  for  his  country,  or  any  bowells  for  pos- 
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terity,  by  every  means  which  God  has  put  in  his  power,  to  resist  and 
oppose  the  execution  of  it ; that  for  us  we  will  be  ready  to  oppose  it 
with  our  lives  and  fortunes.” 

The  spirit  of  the  Revolution  being  abroad,  the  Monongahela  and 
Ohio  are  soon  rid  of  both  John  Connolly  and  his  illustrious  chief, 
Lord  Dunmore.  Dunmore  became  alarmed  for  his  own  safety  and  re- 
moved his  family  aboard  the  ‘‘F’owey,”  a British  man-of-war  in  the 
Chesapeake.  Connolly,  soon  after  his  release  by  the  Westmoreland 
authorities  was  sent  to  General  Gage  commanding  the  British  forces 
at  Boston.  General  Gage  returned  him  to  Lord  Dunmore,  who 
granted  him  a commission  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  a regiment  to  be 
raised  in  the  “ back  parts  ” and  Canada,  which  meant,  to  be  composed 
of  Indians.  While  on  his  way  to  Detroit  with  his  commission  and  in- 
structions, he  was  captured  by  the  American  forces  at  Hagerstown, 
Md.,  when  he  was  turned  over  to  Congress  and  held  a prisoner  until 
1780-81,  and  was  then  exchanged.  After  the  Revolution  he  seems  to 
have  settled  in  Canada ; subsequently  he  published  in  London  his 
‘‘Narrative”  of  his  life  and  public  acts,  a copy  of  which  was  pur- 
chased of  late  years  for  a large  sum  of  money  and  is  now  in  the  library 
of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia.  It  has  been 
reprinted  in  the  pages  of  the  Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History.  But 
the  A'irginians  and  Pennsylvanians  on  the  IMonongahela  and  Ohio 
fought  side  by  side  under  the  Stars  and  Stripes ; for  it  will  not  do  to 
suppose  that  only  the  people  of  the  east  fought  with  the  British  lion. 
At  least  two  full  Pennsylvania  regiments  were  raised  west  of  the  moun- 
tains and  served  in  the  battles  of  the  east,  a fact  to  be  remembered  by 
the  local  historian. 

DIVISION  OF  WEST  AUGUSTA. 

The  Revolution  after  July  4,  1776,  was  a fact  accomplished,  though 
its  success  was  still  in  the  dark  future.  Pennsylvania  from  a prov- 
ince, and  Virginia  from  a crown  colony,  had  both  become  inde- 
pendent states  in  the  new  American  confederacy.  And  in  October, 
1776,  the  District  of  West  Augusta,  by  an  enactment  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Virginia,  was  divided  into  three  new  counties,  Ohio, 
Yohogania,  and  Monongalia.  For  a short  while  before  this  division, 
the  courts  of  West  Augusta  were  transferred  to  Augusta  Town,  a mile 
west  of  Washington,  Pa.  At  that  place  the  courts  were  held  Sep- 
tember 17,  18,  and  November  19,  20,  1776.  The  new  division  then 
took  effect.  All  three  of  the  new  counties  came  together  at  Catfish 
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Camp,  now  Washington.  The  courts  of  Ohio  county  were  held  at 
Black’s  Cabin,  on  Short  Creek,  now  West  Liberty,  West  Virginia  ; 
those  for  Monongalia  county  on  the  farm  of  Theophilus  Phillips  about 
two  miles  above  New  Geneva,  in  what  is  now  Fayette  county  ; while 
the  courts  of  Yohogania  were  held  on  the  farm  of  Andrew  Pleath,  a 
mile  or  so  above  West  Elizabeth  in  what  is  now  Allegheny  county. 
The  courts  of  this  county  continued  to  be  held  regularly  for  the  dis- 
patch of ‘business,  civil  and  criminal  and  there  was  much  of  it,  until 
August  28,  1780,  when  it  was  ‘‘  Ordered  that  Court  adjourn  till  Court 
in  course.”  There  was  no  court  in  course,  for  an  agreement  had  been 
entered  into  for  the  running  of  the  boundary  between  the  two  states 
on  a line  that  would  blot  out  Yohogania  county  forever. 

adjustment  of  the  boundary  line. 

As  has  been  stated,  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution  the  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Virginia  adherents  on  the  Monongahela  and  Ohio  ceased  to 
fight  each  other,  and  not  only  sent  more  than  two  regiments  of  yeo- 
menr}'  to  join  with  the  continentals  in  the  battles  in  the  east,  but  they 
were  obliged  at  the  same  time  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  their 
families  from  the  hostile  incursions  of  the  savage  allies  of  the  British  in 
the  west.  Yet  the  boundary  controversy  was  not  yet  determined. 

On  December  18,  1776,  both  houses  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Vir- 
ginia passed  a resolution  that  it  was  expedient  and  wise  to  remove  as 
much  as  possible  all  causes  of  future  controversy  ; and  “ to  quiet  the 
minds  of  the  people  that  may  be  affected  thereby,  and  to  take  from 
our  common  enemies  an  opportunity  of  fomenting  mutual  distrust  and 
jealousy,  the  commonwealth  ought  to  offer  such  reasonable  terms  of 
accommodation,  (even  if  the  loss  of  some  territory  is  incurred  thereby), 
as  may  be  cordially  accepted  by  our  sister  State,  and  an  end  put  to  all 
future  dispute  by  a firm  and  permanent  agreement  and  settlement.” 
The  resolutions  then  proceeded  to  authorize  the  Virginia  delegates  in 
Congress  to  propose  to  Pennsylvania  that  a line  be  drawn  from  the 
Maryland  corner  on  Mason  and  Dixon’s  line  due  north  to  parallel  of 
latitude  40°,  and  thence  the  southern  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  was  to 
be  run  full  five  degrees  of  longitude  west  from  the  Delaware  River,  and 
from  the  end  of  that  line  the  western  boundary  should  be  run  corre- 
sponding with  the  meanderings  of  the  Delaware  River  on  the  eastern 
boundary.  This  line  would  have  given  to  Virginia  a large  part  of 
what  is  now  Fayette  county,  all  of  Greene  county,  and  quite  a portion 
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of  Washington  and  of  other  counties  to  the  north  of  it.  Of  course 
Pennsylvania  could  not  accept  this  offer,  though  during  1777  and  1778 
negotiations  were  made  through  the  Virginia  delegates ; with  such 
little  interest,  however,  that  the  papers  became  lost. 

It  appears  that  early  in  1779,  just  when  is  not  now  known,  both 
States  appointed  commissioners  to  deal  with  the  subject,  and  these 
commissioners  — George  Bryan,  John  Ewing  and  David  Rittenhouse 
on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Rev.  James  Madison,  Rev.  Robert 
Andrews  and  Thomas  Lewis  on  the  part  of  ^hrginia  — met  at  Balti- 
more on  August  27,  1779.  proceedings  at  this  meeting  were  in 

writing,  were  reported  to  the  Assemblies  of  the  respective  States,  and 
may  be  found  in  Henning’s  Statutes  of  Virginia,  Vol.  X.,  p.  119.  A 
final  agreement  was  reached  and  put  in  writing  on  August  31,  1779. 
It  was  very  simple  in  its  terms,  for  a matter  so  long  contested  and  of 
such  magnitude.  It  was  as  follows  : 

“To  extend  Mason  and  Di.xon’s  line  due  west  five  degrees  of  longi- 
tude, to  be  computed  from  the  river  Delaware,  for  the  southern  boun- 
dary of  Pennsylvania  ; and  that  a meridian  drawn  from  the  western 
extremity  thereof  to  the  northern  line  of  said  State  be  the  western  line 
of  said  State  forever.” 

This  Baltimore  agreement  was  ratified  and  finally  confirmed  by  the 
Pennsylvania  General  Assembly  on  November  19,  1779.  Virginia, 
however,  held  back,  and  whether  from  a dissatisfaction  with  the  boun- 
dary as  recommended  by  the  commissioners  or  with  an  intention  of 
benefiting  her  whilom  adherents  in  the  Monongahela  valley,  her 
Assembly  had  no  action  on  the  subject  until  the  following  summer. 
And  what  occurred  in  the  meantime  ? 

The  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  in  May,  1779,  passed  an  act 
“for  the  adjusting  and  settling  titles  of  claimants  to  unpatented 
lands”  upon  the  western  waters,  creating  districts,  with  four  commis- 
sioners to  each,  to  hear  proofs  of  settlement  rights  and  grant  certificates 
to  claimants.  The  commissioners  for  Ohio,  Monongalia  and  Yohoga- 
nia  counties  were  Francis  Peyton,  Philip  Pendleton,  Joseph  Holmes  and 
George  Merriweather.  All  this  before  the  Baltimore  conference.  But 
after  the  Baltimore  agreement,  and  before  its  ratification  by  the  Cien- 
eral  Assembly  of  Virginia,  these  commissioners  met  at  Cox’s  Fort,  in 
Washington  county,  near  the  Monongahela  River,  above  Elizabeth,  and 
at  other  points,  and  granted  hundreds  of  certificates  to  claimants  under 
Virginia  settlement  rights.  I'hcse  “ Virginia  Certificates,”  so-called, 
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afterwards  fonned  the  basis  of  a very  large  portion  of  the  land  titles  of 
Washington  county.  Gen.  Washington’s  title  to  over  a thousand 
acres  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  Washington  county,  was  based  upon 
Virginia  certificates.  This  act  of  sovereignty,  before  Virginia’s  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Baltimore  agreement,  raised  a storm  of  indignation  among 
the  Pennsylvania  adherents,  and  again  some  forcible  but  polite  cor- 
respondence and  negotiations  resulted.  The  two  States  seemed  about 
to  resort  to  arms  again  to  bring  about  an  adjustment.  The  end  of  the 
contest,  however,  approached  gradually,  and  on  July  i,  1780,  the 
Senate  of  Virginia  passed  an  act  of  the  Lower  House  which  confirmed 
the  Baltimore  agreement  “ on  condition  that  the  private  property  and 
rights  of  all  persons  acquired  under,  founded  on,  or  tecognized  by  the 
laws  of  either  country  previous  to  the  date  hereof,  be  saved  and  con- 
firmed to  them,”  etc.;  and  Pennsylvania  was  then  prepared,  for  the 
sake  of  an  end  to  the  controversy,  to  yield  even  to  the  humiliating 
conditions  proposed,  and  on  September  23,  1780,  her  General  Assem- 
bly, protesting  against  the  conditions,  accepted  and  fully  ratified  ^‘the 
said  recited  conditions,  and  the  Boundary  Line  formed  thereupon.” 

RUNNING  OF  THE  BOUNDARY  LINE. 

It  only  remained  to  run  and  mark  the  line  on  the  ground.  Wash- 
ington county  was  erected  by  an  act  of  assembly  passed  on  March  28, 
1781,  embracing  all  the  land  lying  south  of  the  Monongahela,  to  the 
southern  boundary.  But  on  June  3,  1781,  only  a temporary  line  was 
run.  Troubles  had  ensued  resulting  in  ‘‘Obstructions”  producing 
“Anarchy  and  Confusion.”  Such  terms  as  “ Villanous  Banditti” 
were  of  frequent  use  on  either  side,  and  letters  in  the  State  Archives 
are  full  of  them.  There  was  still  much  anxiety  for  the  final  establish- 
ment of  the  two  boundaries. 

In  the  spring  of  1782  occurred  the  Indian  raids  into  Washington 
county,  follovced  by  the  slaughter  of  the  peaceful  Moravian  Indians  in 
the  Ohio  towns  by  Col.  David  Williamson’s  command,  and  the  Craw- 
ford expedition  against  the  Sandusky  Indians,  resulting  in  the  burning 
of  Col.  Wm.  Crawford  at  the  stake.  The  times  were  almost  as  cloudy 
as  ever.  But  in  17S3,  the  authorities  of  each  state  appointed  four 
commissioners  to  run  and  mark  the  permanent  boundary.  Rev.  John 
Ewing,  David  Rittenhouse,  John  I.ukens  and  Thomas  Hutchins  were 
appointed  by  Pennsylvania.  By  Virginia,  Rev.  James  IMadisori,  Rev. 
Robert  Andrews,  John  Page  and  Thomas  Lewis  were  appointed.  June 
I,  1784,  was  the  time  set  for  beginning  the  work.  An  interest- 
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ing  report  of  the  running  of  Ma.son  and  Dixon’s  line  to  the  Avestern 
extremity  thereof,  dated  December  23,  1784,  will  be  found  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania Archives,  Vol.  X.,  p.  375.  The  meridian  line  itself  from  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  state,  was  finally  run  and  marked,  by  David 
Rittenhouse  and  Andrew  Porter,  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Andrew  Ellicott  and  Joseph  Neville  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  on  August 
23,  1785.^  For  the  Pennsylvania  commissioners  and  their  assistants, 
in  order  to  insure  the  prompt  and  effective  performance  of  their  work, 
there  was  made  the  liberal  provision  of  sixty  gallons  of  spirits,  twenty 
gallons  brandy,  and  forty  gallons  of  Madeira  wine.  And  thus  was  the 
matter  ended. 

The  original  record  or  minute  book  of  the  old  Virginia  court,  held 
for  the  District  of  West  Augusta,  first  at  Fort  Dunmore,  at  Pittsburgh, 
afterwards  on  the  late  Gabby  farm  about  a mile  southwest  of  what  is 
now  the  Borough  of  Washington,  will  now  be  presented,  to  be  followed 
in  a subsequent  issue  by  the  records  of  the  court  for  Yohogania  county 
(after  the  division  of  the  District  of  West  Augusta  into  the  three  new 
Virginia  counties),  held  on  the  farm  then  owned  by  Andrew  Heath 
near  what  is  now  West  Elizabeth,  in  Allegheny  county. 

These  minute  books  belong  to  the  Washington  County  Historical 
Society  at  Washington,  Pa.  Those  of  the  old  court  of  Monongalia 
county,  held  at  the  house  of  Theophilus  Phillips  on  George’s  Creek, 
Fayette  count} , were  destroyed  on  the  burning  of  the  court-house  at 
Morgantown  in  1796;  while  those  of  the  old  court  of  Ohio  county 
should  be  found  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va. 

Copies  of  the  records  as  printed  in  these  Annals  will  go  into  the 
hands  of  persons  familiar  with  the  local  history  of  southwestern  Penn- 
sylvania, who  are  requested  to  aid  in  identifying  and  locating  the  indi- 
viduals and  places  referred  to  in  them,  for  future  publication. 

^Colonial  Records,  \'ol.  XIV,,  p.  655  ; Vol.  XV.,  p.  38. 
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XXL  MINUTE  BOOK  OF  THE  VIRGINIA  COURT  HELD 
AT  FORT  DUNMORE  (PITTSBURGH)  FOR  THE  DIS- 
TRICT OF  WEST  AUGUSTA,  1775-1776. 

Edited  by  Boyd  Crumrine,  of  Washington,  Pa. 


[Note  : In  copying  these  minutes  no  portions  will  be  omitted,  save 
certain  lists,  here  and  there,  containing  the  names  of  cases  called 
and  unintelligible  memoranda  concerning  them,  with  nothing  to  iden- 
tify the  parties,  the  causes  of  action,  or  the  localities  whence  they  came.] 


[The  formal  organization  of  the  court.] 

(i)^°  His  Majesties  Writ  for  adjorning  the  County  Court  of  Au- 
gusta from  the  Town  of  Staunton  to  P'ort  Dunmore,  and  with  a 
new  Commission  of  the  Peace  and  Dedimus  and  a Commission 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Dedimus  from  under  the  hand  of 
John,  Earl  of  Dunmore,  his  Majesties  Lieutenant  and  Governor 
in  chief,  bearing  date  the  Sixth  day  of  December  One  Thousand 
Seven  Flundred  and  Seventy  four,  directed  to 

Silas  FTart,  Jam.es  Lockhart,  John  Dickinson,  John  Christian, 
Daniel  Smith,  Archibald  Alexander,  John  Poage,  Felix  Gilbert, 
Abraham  Smith,  Samuel  McDowell,  George  MolTett,  Sampson 
Mathews,  Alexander  McClenachan,  William  Bowyer,  Matthew 
Harrison,  George  Mathews,  Michael  Bowyer,  Alexander 
Robertson,  John  Gratton,  John  Hays,  Thos.  Hugart,  James 
Craig,  Elijah  McClenachan,  John  Frogg,  Jonah  Davidson, 
William  Tees,  John  Skidmore,  George  Croghan,  John  Camp- 
bell, John  Connolly,  Eldward  V'ard,  Thomas  Smallman,  Daw- 
sey  Penticost,  John  Gibson,  William  Crawford,  John  Steph- 
enson, John  McCullough,  John  Cannon,  George  Vallindigam, 
Silas  Hedge,  David  Shepherd,  and  William  Goe,  Gentlemen, 
being  read,  & thereupon,  pursuant  to  the  said  Dedimus,  the 
said  George  Croghan,  John  Campbell,  John  Connolly,  John 
Gibson,  George  \"allandegham,  William  Goe,  Gentlemen,  took 

^°The  figures  to  left  of  pages  in  brackets  refer  to  the  pages  of  the  original  MS. 
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the  Usual  Oaths  to  his  Majesties  Person  Government,  Sub- 
scribed the  Abjuration  Oath  and  test,  and  also  took  the  Oaths 
of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  of  Justices  of  the  C'ounty  Court  in 
Chancery,  and  of  Justices  of  Oyer  <S:  Terminer,  all  which  Oaths 
were  administered  to  them  by  Thomas  Smallman  and  Dawsey 
Penticost,  and  then  John  Campbell  and  John  Connolly  adminis- 
tered all  the  aforesaid  Oaths  to  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Smallman 
and  Dawsey  Penticost,  who  took  the  same  and  subscribed  the 
Abjuration  Oath  and  Test,  on  which  the  Court  being  Consti- 
tuted the  following  Members  were  Present,  February  2 ist,  1775: 

George  Croghan,  John  Campbell,  John  Connolly,  Thomas 
Smallman,  Dawsey  Penticost,  John  Gibson,  George  Vallan- 
degham  and  William  Goe,  Gentlemen  Justices  — 

(2)  George  Brent  and  George  Rootes  took  the  Usual  Oaths  to  his 
Majesties  Person  and  Government,  Sub  the  Abjuration  (')ath 
and  Test,  and  then  took  the  Oaths  of  Attorneys. 

Ord  that  John  Campbell,  George  Redman,  Thomas  Red- 
man, and  Benja.  Renoe,  or  any  3 of  them, being  first  sworn, 
Veiw  a Road  from  Fort  Dunmore  to  Frederick  Dunfields,  and 
make  a report  of  the  Conveniences  and  Inconveniences  to  the 
next  Court. 

Joseph  Hill  is  appointed  a Constable  in  the  room  of  Jacob 
Vanmetere,  and  that  he  be  summoned  to  be  sworn  in  the  office. 

On  the  Petition  of  James  Johnston  and  others.  It  is  Ord 
Edward  Cook,  Joseph  Hill,  Senr.,  Levy  Stevens,  Gilbert 
Simpson,  Rich'd  McMahon,  John  Decker,  Paul  Froman,  and 
James  Innes,  they  being  first  sworn,  Veiw  a Road  from  the 
Road  from  Thomas  Gists  to  Fort  Dunmore  to  Paul  Fromans  on 
Shirtees  Creek,  by  James  Devores  Ferry,  and  make  a report  of 
the  Conveniences  and  Inconveniences  to  the  next  Court. 

William  Elliott,  being  bound  over  to  this  Court  by  Thomas 
Smallman,  Gent.,  for  disturbing  the  minds  of  his  Majesties 
Good  people  of  this  County,  by  demanding  in  an  arbitrary  and 
Illegal  Manner  of  sundry  Persons  what  Personal  Estate  they  are 
posses.sed  of,  that  the  same  may  be  tax’d  according  to  the  Laws 
of  Pennsylvania,  being  called,  appeared  and  on  hearing  the 
argument  of  the  attorneys  the  Court  are  of  opinion  that  he  be 
Committed  to  the  Goal  of  this  County,  and  there  remain  until 
he  Enter  into  recog.  in  the  sum  of  ^100,  with  2 Srtys  in  the 


,;4"  ’ 


'IW 


axnhf  ejmzA 


4P- 


^ /-,‘Jk  - ■-,  ,.V'c",  . . ,;.  ■ ' M%-  , IV.-  >,.  _ 

^ -1?  >0  .10 


‘rt^:  vUi^TJw/>,  bfi^ 

Ik  hsisj 


1:5  mi0$‘  adiiewfdA  , 

, --rJ  ^-iiSp;’^'?»i;^'.  ■ " "*  '■^  ra  .■'•^  ->*i'  K*19HMr  V 

»w  »T»3i«-»M. ^uiwpffql 

5l-r  fidol  \rti^j|oid  ss^wO**  ‘•'  ’. 

r>‘U  f!  f k ' *., .. ... ..»ati4  . >...•* . * 


ci;^/i/i*I}«'>t;;>  ,fK^)  nrj&illiV/  bim  mAd^b 
<rfifcO  Mj  3#i:koi  ojooM  3j^io»0  boB  jayik  »gioyOa 
^ di/,^  .lJrjm/Tiyvo0^bf!£ 

Yo  WhiiO  yrii  iocrt,  «ydj  bn6  bnB 
-^limodT  ,fjB^Hl^>i  itfiol  Jfidt  biO 

|rM*ad.f?rwi^  lo  ^ YdB  *10  ,yoat>^  huA 


i'ihs>b»7^  oj  nomnM  no'^l  moil  h&oM.^s,  wbY 


JMil ' \5'  ,ltO.<7yT  B 

;np  : tpf  ^ .1^03  :«a 

. JO  Mof^^3dt  ni  MxiUmO^R  b^jcuo^qc  si  KiH  dqt^o|, 

3 J fV-AiSio'/^H  ‘xf  Oi.b'aniCMl'ffJMJ?-  ^ *irf  •Iftrii  Krt# 


3 Siil  H!iiruj//H  ‘mI  oi.lnnomfuiif,  »d  »ri  i.^  bojt  .aiifsarneV 

gl  jr  .JrtwJjo  boK  noi»n.'!o(  »7)nii|_  lo  noijtJs>3  »H}  ijO 
,.mse „mH  dqseot  ^Ipop  b4//M 
.'i34a^^(jrfo|;.  :no4iMM  b’djik  .irosqtnig 
fe^«  . '(adt  Samsl 


'i 


.i«jT>  s j/j  is7  ,m<>-w«'  J«tl 


;W  .^J^lSSr-fSoaoI  K»iMI»in.>^r^Io5;.»A  ^ ,. 
' a*' so^wj^ib' tol  ..1ns,£),  .nsoillsme 


.'c''t  '-: 


W.}  OJ  bVa  a,xe^,  waw. a|j  iiHj  > fcawB^-^- « „-^-» 


. - ■ !*‘3-'aL‘v 


Minutes  of  Court  at  Fort  Dunmore. 


527 


Sum  of  50  ^ Each,  for  his  good  Behavior  for  the  space  of  One 
Month  ; and  thereupon  the  sd  Wm.  Elliott,  with  John  Har- 
vie  and  Chas  Irons,  ack’d  themselves  Indebted  to  our  Sover- 
eign Lord  the  King,  the  sd  Edliott  in  the  Sum  of  ^100  and 
the  sd.  Harvie  and  Irons  in  the  Sum  of  ^50  Each,  to  be 
levied  on  their  respective  Goods  and  Chattels,  Lands  and  Tene- 
ments, in  Case  the  sd.  Wm.  Elliott  is  not  of  good  Behaviour  for 
the  Space  of  one  month. 

Ordered  that  the  Court  be  Adjourned  until  to  Morrow  Morning 
10  o’clock.  Geo  : Croghan. 

At  a Court  con’d  and  held  for  Augusta  County  at  Eort 
Dunmore  February  2 2d,  1775, 

Brest  John  Connolly,  Thomas  Smallman,  Dorsey  Pentecost, 
Wm  Goe,  Gentlemen,  Justices. 

John  Canon,  one  of  the  Gent  in  the  Commission  of  the  peace, 
took  the  L'sual  Oaths  to  his  Majesties  person  and  Governt, 
Subscribed  the  Abjuration  Oath  and  Test,  and  then  took  the 
Oath  of  a Justice  of  the  peace,  and  of  Justice  of  the  County 
Court  in  Chancery,  and  of  Justice  of  Oyer  and  Terminer 

On  the  Complt  of  John  McAnully  ag’st  his  Master,  Casper 
Reel,  for  beating  and  abu.seing  him,  It  is  ordered  that  he  be 
summoned  to  appear  here  the  next  Court,  to  answer  the  Complt, 
and  with  the  Servt. 

Brest,  John  Canon. 

On  the  petition  of  Alexr.  Duglas  and  others,  It  is  Ord  that 
Wm.  Crawford,  Providence  Mounce,  Ezekiel  Hickman.  Joseph 
Beeler,  John  Vanmetere,  Morgan  Morgan,  Vincen  Colvin, 
Henry  Taylor,  Van  Swearengen,  they  being  first  sworn,  Veiw 
a road  from  Providence  Mounce’s  Mill,  by  Ausberger’s  Ferry, 
and  from  thence  to  Catfish  C'amp,  and  make  a report  of  the 
Conveniences  and  Inconveniences  to  the  next  Court. 

Ordered  that  Robert  Henderson,  Benja.  Kuykendall,  John 
Robinson,  and  James  Sulivan,  they  being  first  sworn,  Veiw  a 
Road  from  Fort  Dunmore  to  Beckets  fort,  and  make  a report  of 
the  Conven  and  Inconveniences  to  the  next  Court. 

Prest. , John  Gibson. 

David  vSemple,  Gent,  is  recommended  to  the  Gentn  appointed 
to  exam  Attos. , that  he  is  a Person  of  Probaty,  Honesty,  and 
Good  Demeanor. 
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On  the  Motion  of  Henry  Heath,  It  is  ordered  that  Silas  Dex- 
ter, Gabriel  Cox,  Rich’d  McMahon,  Benja.  Sweet,  Robt.  Hen- 
derson, Veiw  the  most  Conven  Way  from  fort  Dunmore  to  Henry 
Heaths,  they  being  first  sworn,  and  make  a report  of  the  In- 
conv  and  Conven  to  the  next  Court. 

Admon  of  the  Estate  of  Wm.  Craig,  dec’d,  granted  to  An- 
drew Vaughan,  a Creditor,  he  having  comp’d  with  the  Laws. 

Ord.  that  Gabriel  Cox,  Rich’d  McMahon,  James  Bruce,  and 
Henry  Heath,  or  any  3,  app  the  Est. 

Patrick  McElroy  took  the  Usual  Oaths  to  his  Majesties  Per- 
son and  Govern,  Sub  the  Abjur  Oath  and  Test,  and  then  was 
sworn  a Deputy  Sheriff. 

William  Christy  took  the  Usual  Oaths  to  his  Majesties  Person 
and  Govern,  Sub  the  Abj  Oaths  and  Test,  which  is  Ordered  to 
be  Certified  on  his  Commission  of  a Lieutenant  of  Pittsburg  and 
its  Dependencies  of  the  Militia. 

Simon  Girty  took  the  Usual  Oaths  to  his  Majesties  Person 
and  Govern,  Sub  the  Abjuration  Oath  and  test,  which  is  Ord 
to  be  Certified  on  his  Com  of  a Lieutent  of  the  Militia  of  Pitts- 
burg and  its  Dependencies. 

Jacob  Bousman  took  the  Usual  Oaths  to  his  Majes  Person 
and  Govern,  Sub  the  Abjur  Oath  and  test,  which  is  Ord  to  be 
Certified  on  his  Comn  of  Ensign  of  the  Militia  of  Pittsburg  and 
its  Dependencies. 

Ord  that  Paul  Froman,  Thomas  Cook,  Josiah  Crawford, 
Jacob  Long,  and  Rich’d  Crooks,  they  being  first  sworn,  Veiw 
(5)  a road  from  Fort  Dunmore  to  Paul  Froman ’s  and  make  a report 
of  the  Conveniences  and  Inconveniences  thereof  to  the  next  Court. 

Prest.,  John  Campbell. 

William  vs.  Bresser ; deft  moved  for  a ded.  to  take  the  deps. 
of  Jacob  Dorenin,  a Wits  who  is  agoing  down  the  Ohio  river, 
which  was  overuled. 

Ab.,  John  Connolly. 

John  Connolly  took  the  Casual  Oaths  to  his  Majesties  person 
and  Govern,  Sub  the  Ab  Oath  and  test,  \vhich  is  Ord  to  be 
Certified  on  his  commission  of  Major  of  the  Millitia. 

Brest.,  John  Connolly. 

Windle  Ourey,  being  bound  over  to  this  Court  for  acting  as 
an  assessor  under  the  Laws  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  and  hav- 
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ing  made  Confession  to  the  Court,  it  is  Ordered  that  he  be  dis- 
charged from  his  recog. 

James  Cumerford  being  bound  over  to  this  Court  on  Complt 
of  John  Gibson,  Gent,  being  called  and  failing  to  appear  the 
Prosecution  is  withdrawn. 

Ord.  that  the  Sheriff  make  use  of  the  Room  in  the  Fort  now 
Used  as  a Guard  Room  as  a Goal  for  this  Part  of  the  County, 
and  also  that  John  Campbell  and  Dorsey  Penticost,  Gent, 
with  the  Surv.  lay  of  Prison  Bounds  for  the  same,  Includ  the 
ally  of  the  fort  and  two  rods  wide  to  the  town 

Robert  Flannah,  being  bound  over  to  this  Court  for  openly 
disturbed  the  peace  by  interrupting  the  execution  of  Legal 
Process  by  the  officers  of  this  Government,  and  did  actually 
imprison  a Certain  Philip  Baily  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as 
a Consta,  ag’st  the  Peace  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King, 
being  called,  appeared  and  offered  a Plea  to  the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  Court,  which  Plea  was  Overuled  ; and  It  is  ordered  that  he 
be  Committed  to  the  Goal  of  this  County,  and  there  to  remain 
until  he  Enter  into  recog  in  the  Sum  of  Kiooo  with  2 Secys. 
in  the  sum  of  ^£^500  Each,  to  be  levied  of  their  respective 
Goods  and  Chattels,  Lands  and  Tenemets,  in  case  Robt. 
Hanah  is  not  of  Good  Behaviour  for  a Year  and  a day,  and 
also  desit  from  acting  as  a Majestrate  within  the  Colony  of  Vir- 
ginia by  any  authority  from  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
that  he  keep  the  peace  to  all  his  Majesties  Leige  Subjects  in  the 
Mean  time. 

James  Caveat,  Gent,  being  bound  over  to  this  Coirrt  for 
sundry  times  Malevolently  opposed  the  authority  of  His  Majes- 
ties officers  of  the  Government  of  Virginia,  and  has  rioutsly 
opposed  the  legal  Establishment  of  his  Majesties  Laws  in  this 
County,  Contrary  to  the  peace  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King, 
being  called,  appeared  and  offered  a plea  to  the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  Court,  which  was  overuled  ; and  it  is  ordered  that  he  be 
Committed  to  the  Goal  of  this  County  and  thereto  remain  until 
he  Enter  into  recog  in  the  Sum  of  ^1000  with  two  Secys  in 
the  Sum  of  ^500  Each,  to  be  levied  of  their  respective  Goods 
and  Chattels,  Lands  and  Tenements,  in  case  James  Caveat  is 
not  of  Good  Behaviour  for  a Year  and  a day,  and  also  desist 
from  acting  as  a Majestrate  within  the  Colony  of  Virginia  by 
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any  authority  derived  from  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
that  he  keep  the  peace  to  all  his  Majesties  Leige  Subjects  in  the 
mean  time. 

Francis  Brown  took  the  Usual  Oaths  to  his  Majesties  Person 
and  Govern,  Sub  the  Abjur  Oath  and  test,  and  was  Sworn  as  a 
deputy  Sheriff,  with  the  Consent  of  John  Christian  by  a note 
from  under  his  hand 

James  Smith  being  bound  over  to  this  Court  for  acting  as  a 
Commissioner  under  an  authority  derived  from  under  the  Prov- 
ince of  Pennsylvania  within  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  being 
called  appeared,  and  on  being  heard  It  is  Ord  that  he  Com- 
mitted to  the  Goal  of  this  County,  and  there  to  remain  until  he 
Enter  into  recog  in  the  Sum  of  ^loo  with  two  Secys.  in  the 
Sum  of  Each,  to  be  levied  of  their  respec  Goods  and 

Chattels,  Lands  and  Tenements,  in  case  he  is  not  of  Good 
Behaviour  for  a Year  and  a day,  and  also  desist  from  acting  as 
a Commissioner  from  under  any  authority  derived  from  under 
the  province  of  Pennsylvania  within  this  Colony 

Ord  that  Davd  Steel,  John  Wals,  Oliver  Miller,  and  Nathan 
Couch,  they  being  first  sworn,  Veiw  a Road  from  Devor’s  ferr>* 
to  the  road  that  leads  from  fort  Dunmore  to  Dimfeilds,  to  join 
Dunfeild’s  road  on  Shirtee’s  Creek  near  Ben  Renoes,  and  make 
a report  of  the  Conven  and  Inconven  to  the  next  Court 
(8)  Ord  that  the  Sheriff  Imploy  a \Vorkman  to  build  a Ducking 
Stool  at  the  Confluence  of  the  OHio  with  the  Monongohale  and 
that  the  person  Imployed  bring  in  his  Charge  at  the  Laying  of 
the  Levy. 

Bousman  vs.  McGoldrick,  Joseph  Chriswell  Spbd. 

Edward  Armstrong,  being  bound  over  to  this  Court  on  the 
Complt  of  Frederick  Ferrie,  for  Stealing  a Hog  the  prop  of  the 
sd.  Ferrie,  on  hearing  the  Wits  and  the  parties  by  their  Attos, 
and  It  is  ordered  that  the  Complt  be  dismised. 

David  Steel  took  the  Usual  Oaths  to  his  Majesties  Person  and 
Govern,  Sub  the  Ab  Oath  and  test,  which  is  Ord  to  be  Cert  on 
his  Commission  of  Ensign  of  Pittsburgh  and  its  Dependances. 

Ord  that  Thos.  Brown,  Bazil  Brown,  Wm.  Colvin,  Reuben 
Camp,  and  Conrad  \V'alter,  they  being  first  sworn,  Veiw  a Road 
from  Old  Redstone  fort  to  Conrad  Walkers,  and  m.ake  a report 
of  the  Conven  and  Inconv  to  the  next  Court 
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Ord  that  the  Court  be  adjourned  until  to  Morrow  Morning 
lo  o’clock.  Jno.  Connolly. 

At  a Court  Con’d  and  held  for  Augusta  County  February  23d, 
1775  Prest,  Jno.  Campbell,  Jno.  Gibson,  Thos  Smallman 
Wm.  Goe,  Jno.  Cannon. 

James  Berwick,  Gent,  is  recommed  to  the  Gentlemen  to 
Examine  Attos,  as  a person  of  Probaty,  Honesty,  and  good 
Demeanor. 

Andrew  Ross,  Gent,  is  recommended  to  the  Gentlemen  to 
Examine  Attos,  as  a person  of  Probaty,  Honesty,  and  Good 
Demeanor. 

(9)  On  the  Motion  of  Henry  Heath,  leave  is  granted  him  to 
keep  a ferry  on  the  Monongohala  River  at  his  own  Plantation, 
and  he  provide  a Boat  for  the  sd  ferry 

On  the  Motion  of  Wm  Lynn,  leave  is  granted  him  to  keep  a 
ferry  on  Monongahale  River,  from  his  House  over  the  River  to 
the  Land  of  Fras.  Holls  (?),^'  and  that  he  provide  Boats. 

On  the  Motion  of  iMich’l  Cresap,  leave  is  granted  him  to 
keep  a ferry  on  Monongohale  River  at  Redstone  fort  to  the 
Land  of  Indian  Peter,  and  that  he  provide  a Boat. 

On  the  Motion  of  James  Devore,  leave  is  granted  him  to  keep 
a ferry  on  Monongohale  River,  from  his  house  over  the  river  to 
the  Mouth  of  Pidgeon  Creek,  and  that  he  provide  Boats. 

Luke  Joliff,  being  committed  and  brought  before  the  Court 
for  deserting  from  the  Militia,  and  for  takeing  with  a stand  of 
arms,  and  for  preventing  the  Indians  for  not  delivering  up 
Sund  Prisoners,  then  in  their  custody ; On  hearing  Sund 
Wits  and  the  s’d  Luke,  the  Court  are  of  Opinion  that  he  for 
the  s’d  offence  receive  for  the  s’d  offence  of  deserting  500 
Lashes  with  a Cat-o’nine  tails  on  his  bare  back,  well  laid  on, 
and  it  is  said  to  the  Sheriff  that  execution  thereof  be  done  at  such 
times  and  in  such  number  as  not  to  endanger  life  or  member. 
[Here  follows  a long  list  of  cases,  seventy-four  in  number,  indicat- 
ing that  the  cases  had  been  called  and  some  order  made  in  them. 
Only  the  surnames  of  the  parties  being  given,  with  unintelligible 
memoranda  which  do  not  indicate  the  nature  of  the  action,  nor  identify 
or  localize  the  parties,  this  list  is  omitted.] 

Ord  that  Edward  Cook,  Joseph  Hill,  Senr.,  Levy  Stevens, 
‘•Name  illegible. — Editor. 
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Gilbert  Simpson,  Rich’d  McMahon,  John  Decker,  Paul  Froo- 
man,  and  James  Innes,  they  being  first  sworn,  Veiw  a Road 
from  Thos.  Gists  to  Paul  Froomans  Mill  on  Shirtees  Creek,  and 
make  a report  of  the  Conven  and  Inconvenc  to  the  next  Court. 

(12)  Ord  that  Thomas  Crooks,  Wm.  Bashears,  Robt.  Thornton, 
Thos.  Egenton,  and  Philip  Whittan,  they  being  first  sworn, 
Veiw  a road  from  Redstone  old  fort  to  Shirtees  Creek  to  Paul 
Froomans,  and  make  a report  of  the  Conv  and  Inconv  to  the 
Next  Court. 

[On  the  motion  of  Jacob  Bousman,  leave  is  granted  him  to 
keep  a ferry  across  the  Monongohale  River,  from  his  House  to 
the  Town  oposite  thereto,  & that  he  provide  »S:  keep  a stiff 
numer  of  Boats  for  that  Purpose.’’’] 

John  Campbell,  Gent,  with  his  Servt  Michl  Haney,  came  into 
Court,  and  the  sd.  John  acknowledged  that  he  had  served  the 
time  mentioned  in  his  Ind,  which  is  Ord  to  be  Certified. 

Ord  that  Dav’d  Steel,  Thos.  Bond,  John  Mckee,  and  Silas 
Dexter,  they  being  first  sworn,  Veiw  a road  from  the  Mouth  of 
the  Yough  River,  at  Mckee’ s ferry,  to  the  Road  from  Devore’s 
ferry  to  Renoe’s  near  Sampson  Beavers,  and  so  On  to  Fromans 
Mill,  and  make  a report  of  the  Conv  and  Inconvenien  to  the 
next  Court. 

On  the  Motion  of  Dorsey  Penticost,  It  is  Ord  that  his  iMark 
be  recorded  a Cross  in  the  left  Ear  and  his  Brand  D P. 

Christopher  Turby,  John  Carpenter,  Joshua  Wright,  Joseph 
Hill,  Snr,  John  Hawthorn,  Emson  Brumfield,  Jno.  Harden, 

, Junr.,  John  Pettyjohn,  John  Warick,  James  Booth,  Reeson  Vir- 
gin, Ezekial  Rose,  Wm.  Hawkens,  James  Taylor,  Nathl  Black- 
more,  James  Murdough,  Jas.  Young,  Abraham  Slover,  Jno. 
Bell,  John  Dousman,  Andrew  Robinson,  Nicholas  Higarthy, 
Barney  Wistner  (?),’"  Jno.  Castleman,  Elias  Myers,  W'm.  Tea- 
gard,  Junr.,  Joseph  Erwin,  Jno.’  Nicholas,  James  Baird,  Sam’l 
Hinly,  Moses  Smith,  Terry  Moore,  Michl  Martin,  Rich’d 
Wells,  and  Garshom  Hull,  are  app’d  .Constables,  and  It  is  Ord 
that  they  be  summoned  to  be  sworn  before  a Majestrate,  or 
Attend  at  the  next  Court  to  be  Sworn. 

(13)  John  Campbell  and  Dorsey  Penticost,  the  persons  appointed 

I*  This  entry,  placed  in  { ),  is  erased  in  the  original  record. 

^^Name  s^oinewhat  illegible. — Editor. 
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r.IixuTi:s  OF  Court  at  Fort  Duxmore. 

to  lay  off  the  Prison  bounds,  made  a report,  and  Ord  to  be  Re- 
corded. 

Ord  that  the  Sheriff  Summon  a Grand  jury  for  the  Inquest  of 
the  body  of  this  County,  to  appear  here  in  May  next. 

CJn  the  Motiofi  of  Sam'l  Semple,  It  is  Ord  that  his  Mark  be 
recorded  a Crop  of  the  right  Ear  and  a Nick  in  the  Edge. 

On  the  Motion  of  John  Gibson,  It  is  Ord  that  his  Mark  a 
Slit  in  the  right  and  a Crop  in  the  left  Ear  and  brand  I G. 

Ordered  that  Alexander  Mckee,  James  Innis,  Thomas  Gal- 
breath,  Wm.  Harrison,  Thomas  Gaddis,  Jno.  Swearingen, 
Thomas  Freeman,  Benjamin  Davis,  Edward  Cook,  John  Whit- 
acre,  Philip  Ross,  David  Rogers,  James  Chew,  David  Scott, 
Chas.  Wheeler,  Thos.  Crooks,  Jno.  Robertson,  John  Nevill, 
Michl  Rough,  Isaac  Mason,  Eli  Coulter,  Wm.  Elliott,  Henry 
Vanmetre,  Geo  Rodgers  Clark,  Rich’d  Yates,  John  Irwine, 
Christopher  House  (?),  and  Joseph  Beeler,  are  humbly  recom- 
mended to  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  as  proper  persons 
sons  to  be  added  to  the  Commission  of  the, Peace  for  this  County. 

Edward  Armstrong  and  James  Ryan  was  brought  before  the 
Court  for  fighting  in  the  Court  Yard  and  disturbing  the  Court ; 
It  is  Ord  that  they  be  committed  to  the  Goal  of  this  County, 
and  there  to  remain  until  they  Each  Enter  into  recog  in  the  Sum 
of  ^lo  with  2 Secys  in  the  Sum  of  ^5  Each,  to  be  levied, 
and  for  their  appearance  at  the  Grandjury  in  May  next,  and  that 
his  Majesties  deputy  Atto  prosecute  them  for  the  same  : Sum 
Geo  Ashton,  John  Collins,  and  Sam’l  Mckinsie  (?).^* 

14)  On  the  Motion  of  John  Canon,  It  is  Ord  that  his  Mark  be  re- 
corded, a Crop  in  the  right  Ear  and  half  Crop  in  the  left. 

A Bill  of  Sale  from  James  Cumberford  to  Geo  Aston  was 
prov’d  by  Valentine  Thos.  D’ Alton,  the  Wit,  and  O R. 

A Bill  of  Sale  from  Simon  Butler  to  Geo  Aston  was  prov’d 
by  Valentine  I'hos.  D’ Alton,  one  of  the  Wits,  and  O R. 

An  Agreement  between  Cornelius  Dougherty  and  Geo  Aston 
was  prov’d  by  Valentine  Thos.  D’ Alton,  one  of  the  Wits, 
and  O R. 

Geo  Aston  took  the  Usual  Oaths  to  his  Majesties  person  and 
Government,  Sub  the  Ab  Oath  and  test,  and  Ord  to  be  Cert’d 
on  his  Commission  of  Captain  of  the  Militia. 

Spelling  doubtful  ; word  illegible. — Editor. 
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Licence  to  keep  an  ordinary  is  Granted  to  John  Ormsby,  he 
hav’g  compld  with  the  Law. 

Licence  to  keep  an  Ordinary  is  Granted  to  Sam’l  Ewalt,  he 
hav’g  Corapld  with  the  Law. 

The  Last  Will  and  Test  of  Shedrich  Miichmoor,  dec’d,  was 
proved  by  Valentine  Thos.  D’ Alton  and  Wm.  Plainer,  two  of 
the  Wits,  and  O R,  and  On  the  Motion  Mary  Muchmoor  the 
Widow,  Adinon  with  the  Will  Annexed  is  granted  her,  she 
hav’g  Comp  with  the  Law. 

Ord  that  Benja  Tomlinson,  Joshua  Baker,  Jacob  Cockran, 
and  Jos  Cockran,  and  any  3,  app  the  Est  of  Shedrich  Much- 
moor, dec’d,  and  return  the  App  to  the  next  Court. 

Jonathan  Muchmoor  of  the  age  of  19  years  Orph  of  Shed- 
rich Muchmoor,  dec’d,  chose  Thos.  Smallman  his  Gaurd,  who 
Compld  nith  the  Laws 

(15)  Ordered  that  the  Court  be  adjorned  until  to  Morrow  Morning 
10  o’clock.  Jno.  Connolly. 

# 

At  a Court  Con’d  and  held  for  Augusta  County  at  Fort  Dun- 
more  Feby.  24th  1775, 

Prest.  John  Campbell,  Jno.  Connolly,  Thos.  Smallman,  John 
Gibson,  Dorsey  Penticost. 

Ord  that  Providence  Mounce,  Wm.  Crawford,  Paul  Froman, 
James  Innis,  or  any  three,  being  first  svv^orn,  Veiw  the  Most 
Conv  way  for  a road  from  Mounce’ s Mill  to  Froomans  ^[ill, 
and  make  a report  of  the  Conv  and  Inconv  to  the  next  Court. 

P.  Jno.  Cannon. 

Licence  to  keep  an  Ordinary  is  granted  to  Frederick  Feree, 
he  hav’g  Comp  with  the  Law. 

The  same  to  Jacob  Bousman,  on  the  South  side  of  the 
Monongohale  River  oppisite  the  Town. 

On  the  Motion  of  Samuel  Sinclair,  who  lives  on  the  forks  of 
the  river  Monongohale  and  Youghagano  leave  is  granted  him 
to  keep  a ferry  over  Each  of  the  Rivers,  and  that  he  keep  boats. 

Licence  to  keep  an  Ordinary  is  granted  to  Sam’l  Sample,  he 
hav’g  Comp  with  the  Laws. 

Wm  Hawkins,  Andrew  Robertson,  and  Nicholas  Hagerty, 
took  the  Usual  Oaths  to  his  Majesty’s  Person  and  (7overnm,  Sub 
the  Ab  Oath  and  Test,  and  then  took  the  Oaths  of  Consta’oles. 
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Bertney  Whitney  took  the  Usual  Oaths  to  his  Majesties  per- 
son and  Govern,  Sub  the  Ab  Oath  and  Test,  and  then  took 
the  Oath  of  a Constable. 

(16)  Ord  that  Peter  Elrod  John  Whitacer,  Andrew  McMeans, 
and  Benja  Davis,  or  any  3,  they  being  first  sworn,  Veiw  a 
Road  from  Fromans  Road  to  Sam’l  Sinclairs,  the  nearest  and 
best  way,  and  make  a report  of  the  Conv  and  Incon  to  the 
next  Court. 

Ord  that  Silas  Dexter,  Gabriel  Cox,  Rich’d  McMahon, 
Benja  Sweet,  an<i  Robt  Henderson,  or  any  3,  they  being  first 
sworn,  veiw  the  nearest  and  best  way  from  Sam’l  Sinclairs  to 
Fort  Dunmore,  and  make  a report  of  the  Conven  and  Inconv 
to  the  next  Court. 

Ord  that  Chas  Bruce,  Geo  Aston,  Abraham  Slover,  and 
Josiah  Osburn,  or  any  3 of  them,  being  first  sworn,  Veiw  the 
nearest  and  best  way  from  Fort  Dunmore  to  Chas.  Bruces  on 
Racoon  Creek,  and  make  a report  of  the  conv  and  Inconv  to 
the  next  Court. 

His  Majesties  Writ  for  adjoming  this  Court  from  Fort  Dun- 
more to  the  Town  of  Staunton  being  read.  It  is  Ordered  that 
the  s’d  Court  be  Adjorned  Accordingly.  Connoliy 

His  Majesties  Writ  for  Adjoming  the  County  Court  of  Augusta 
from  Staunton  to  Fort  Dunmore  being  read,  this  i6th  May  1775, 

Present  Geo  Croghan,  Jno.  Campbell,  John  Connolly,  Thos. 
Smallman,  John  Gibson,  John  Cannon. 

Edward  Ward  and  John  McColloch  took  the  Usual  Oaths 
to  his  Majesties  Person  and  Govern,  Sub  the  Ab  Oath  and 
Test,  and  then  took  the  Oath  of  Justice  of  the  peace,  and  of 

(17)  Justice  of  the  County  Court  in  Chancery,  and  of  a Justice  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer. 

Henry  Peyton  took  the  Oath  of  an  Atto  and  is  admitted  to 
Practice  as  such  in  this  Court. 

. Small  vs  Gray,  Nordica  Mordica  Spbd. 

Shilling  vs  Young,  Geo  Corn  Spbd. 

Cresap  vs  Swearingam,  Michl  Tygert  Spbd. 

At  a Cald  Court  held  for  the  Examination  of  Thos  Glenn, 
who  stands  Committed  to  the  Goal  of  this  County,  charged 
with  the  Murder  of  his  Servt  Man  Peter  Eglington, 
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Prest.  Geo  Croghan,  Jno  Campbell,  John  Connolly,  Edward 
Ward^  Thos.  Smallman,  Jno.  Gibson,  Geo  Vallandigham. 

The  above  named  ITos.  Glenn  was  brought  to  the  barr  and 
upon  Examination  denied  the  fact  wherewith  he  stands  charged  ; 
whereupon  several  ^Vitnesses  were  Sworn  and  Examined,  and 
upon  Consider  at  which  the  Court  are  of  opinion  that  he  is 
Guilty  of  the  fact  wherewith  he  stands  Charged,  and  that  he 
ought  to  be  tried  for  the  s’d  Supposed  fact  at  the  General 
Court  in  October  next,  at  the  6th  day  thereof,  and  in  Order 
thereto  he  is  remanded  to  the  Goal  of  this  County  and  thence 
to  be  removed  to  the  Pub  Goal  in  the  City  of  Wmsburg. 

Be  it  Remembered  John  McCollock,  Moses  Williamson, 
James  Johnson,  James  Nowland,  of  this  County,  ackn’d  them- 
selves Indebted  to  our  Sovereign  I.ord  the  King  in  the  Sum  of 
;^ioo  Each,  to  be  levied  of  their  respective  Goods  and  Chat- 
(i8)  tels.  Lands  and  Tenements,  in  Case  they  do  not  appear  at  the 
Capitol,  in  the  City  of  Wmsburg,  on  the  6th  day  of  the  next 
General  Court,  and  then  and  there  give  evidence  ag’st  Thos. 
Glenn  for  the  Murder  of  his  Servt  Peter  Eglington,  and  not 
depart  without  leave  of  the  Court. 

Then  the  Court  did  rise. 

Spa.  to  Jos.  Blackford, 

for  the  Prisoner.  Geo  : Croghan, 

Noble  vs  Chamberlain.  Walter  Briscoe  Spbd. 

Brest : Geo  Croghan,  John  Connolly,  Edward  Ward,  John 
Cannon,  John  McCulloch,  John  Gibson  ; 

Michael  Ginder  and  Geo  Ginder  Ack’d  L & R to  Nicholas 
Mace  and  O R. 

The  same  to  Francis  Mcbride  and  O R. 

The  Commission  for  the  private  Examin  of  Cath,  the  Wife 
of  Michl.  Ginder,  and  Susanna,  the  wife  of  Geo  Ginder,  to  a 
tract  of  land  sold  by  their  Husbands  to  Nicholas  Mace,  being 
ret.  is  O R. 

The  same  to  Eras.  "Mcbride  and  O R. 

Susanna,  the  wife  of  Geo  Ginder,  came  into  Court,  and  relinq 
her  right  of  Dower  to  loc  acres  on  the  branches  of  Brooks  Creek, 
formerly  conveyed  by  her  husband  to  Era’s  Mcbride,  and  O Cd. 

Benja  Renoe,  Geo  Redman,  and  Thos.  Redman,  3 of  them^ 
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persons  appointed  to  Veiw  a road  from  Fort  Dunmore  to 
Frederick  Dunfields  and  luake  a report,  u.ud  made  their  report ; 
It  is  Ord  that  the  Road  be  Established,  and  that  Geo  Redman, 
and  Benja.  Renoe  be  Sur\'eyors  thereof,  and  that  the  Tithables 
within  3 Miles  on  Each  side  work  thereon. 

(19)  Wm.  Crawford,  one  of  the  Gent  in  the  Com  of  the  Peace, 
took  the  Usual  Oaths  to  his  Majesties  Person  and  Govern,  Sub 
the  Ab  Oath  and  test,  and  then  took  the  Oath  of  a Justice  of 
the  Peace,  and  of  a Justice  of  the  County  Court  in  Chancery, 
and  of  a justice  of  Oyer  and  Terminer. 

Pres,  Wm.  Crawford. 

On  the  Petition  of  Maly  Hayes,  and  others,  It  is  Ord  that 
Peter  Elrod,  John  Whitacre,  Andrew  iMcMeans,  Benja  Davis, 
Silas  Dexter,  Gab’l  Cox,  Rich’d  McMahon,  Benja  Sweet,  and 
Robt.  Henderson,  or  any  6 of  them,  being  first  sworn,  Veiw  a 
Road  from  Dorsey  Penticost’s,  by  Peter  Barrackman’s  ferry,  to 
fort  Dunmore,  and  make  a report  of  the  Conven  and  Inconven 
to  the  next  Court. 

On  the  Motion  Capt.  Paul  Froman,  It  is  Ordered  that  John 
Decker,  John  Muns,  James  Innes,  and  Thomas  Edgington,  or 
any  3 of  them,  being  first  sworn,  Veiw  the  most  Conven  Way 
from  Froman ’s  Mill  on  Shirtees  Creek,  to  Fromans  Mill  on  the 
East  side  of  the  Monongohale,  and  make  a report  of  the  Con- 
ven and  Inconven  to  the  next  Court. 

A Grandjury  for  the  Inquest  of  the  body  of  this  County,  to 
wit : Geo  McColloch,  foreman,  Oliver  Miller,  Abraham  Tea- 
garden, John  Swann,  Jesse  Pigman,  Bazil  Brown,  Rich’d  Wal- 
ler, Jacob  Vanmetre,  Wm.  Colvin,  Josiah  Wallace,  Moses  Wil- 
liamson, John  Deckar,  Rich’d  McMahon,  Rich’d  McGlaughlin, 
and  Daniel  Cannon,  having  received  their  charge  retired. 

(20)  George  Croghan  Ackn’d  a Barg  and  Sale  and  a receipt  to 
Benjamin  Tate  and  O R. 

The  same  to  Jacob  Bousman  and  O R. 

Teagarden  vs  Hammon  James  Crawford  Spbd. 

Cresap  vs  Peterson  Indian  Erasimes  Backys  Spbd. 
vs  Cox  John  Wall  Spbd. 

Woods  vs  Gray  Wm.  Cuningham  Spbd. 

Samples  vs  Fernsley  Walter  Grymes  Spbd. 

Cresap  vs  Vaughan  John  Gab’l  Jones  Spbd 
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Elliott  vs  Martin-  Jacob  Bousman  Spbd. 

* Boly  vs  Springer  John  Springer  Spbd 

Hawkins  vs  Wheat  James  McConnel  Spbd. 

Cook  vs  McConnel  Conrad  Wheat  .Spbd. 

Ab  Geo  Croghan 

Williamson  vs  Mills  Wm.  Hawkins  Spbd 
Swagler  vs  Mills  Wm.  Hawkins  Spbd 
Bell  vs  Finn.  James  Crawford  Spbd. 

Vallandigham  vs  Crinnell. 

Colvin  vs  Frederick  Geo  Wilson  Spbd. 

Boly  vs  Ross. 

Wilcox  vs  Craighead  James  Sulivan  Spbd. 

Cook  vs  Froman.  James  Chambers  Spbd 
Boley  vs  Springer  in  Debt  Paul  Froman  Spbd. 

Penticost  vs  Briscoe  Pat  McElroy  Spbd 
Kuykendal  vs  Allenthrop  Paul  Froman  Spbd. 

Bond  vs  Mordica 

On  the  Complt  of  James  O’ Neel  against  his  Master,  Patrick 
Fleming,  for  beating  and  abuseing  him.  It  is  Ord  that  his  Mas- 
ter be  Slim’d  to  appear  here  the  next  Court,  to  Ans  the  Complt, 
and  that  he  in  the  mean  time  treat  well  and  give  Security  for 
(21)  the  same,  himself  in  the  sum  of  ^'30,  and  i Secy  in  the  Sum 
of  ^'15  ; and  thereupon  he  with  James  Chambers  his  Secy 
Ack’d  himself  Indeb  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  in  the 
Sum  of  30^^,  and  Jas.  Chambers,  his  Secy,  also  in  the  Sum  of 
^15,  to  be  levied  of  their  respective  Goods  and  Chattels, 
Lands  and  Tenements,  in  Case  he  doth  not  use  his  servt,  James 
O’ Neel,  well  til  the  next  Court 

On  the  Complt  of  John  Connolly,  Gent,  ag’st  Geo  Wilson, 
Gent,  as  a disturber  of  the  peace,  on  hearing  the  parties  the 
Court  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Complt  be  dismissed, 

Ord  that  Rich’d  Heth  (?),’^  Dav’d  Steel,  Thos  Cook,  Pack’d 
Crooks,  and  Paul  Froman,  or  any  3 of  them,  being  first 
[Sworn],  Veiw  a road  from  Fort  Dunmore  to  Paul  Fromans 
jMill  on  Shirtees  Creek,  and  make  a report  of  the  Conv  and 
Inconv  to  the  next  Court. 

Ord  that  the  Court  be  adjorned  until  to  Morrow  Morning  10 
o’clock.  John  Campbell. 

'^Spelling  doubtful  ; illegible. — Editor. 
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At  a Court  Corn’d  and  held  for  Augusta  County  May  17th, 

1775. 

Prest.  Geo  Croghan,  Edward  Ward^  Thos.  Smallman,  John 
Gibson,  John  McCullough,  Wm.  Crawford. 

Ord  that  John  Vance,  Providence  Mounce,  Edward  Dial, 
and  Wm.  jMckee,  or  any  3 of  them,  being  first  sworn,  Veiw  the 
most  Conven  Way  from  Maj  Crawford’s  to  near  the  forks  of 
Indian  Creek,  and  make  a report  of  the  Conv  and  Inconv  to 
the  next  Court. 

On  the  petition  of  Rezin  Virgin  and  others,  it  is  Ord  that 
Philip  Shute,  Rich’d  Waller,  Abraham  Teagarden,  Wm.  Tea- 
garden, Geo  Teabolt,  and  Rezin  Virgin,  or  any  3 of  them, 
being  first  sworn,  Veiw  a road  from  the  foot  of  Laurel  Hill,  by 
Wm  Teagarden’s  ferry,  to  the  Mouth  of  Wheeling,  and  make  a 
report  of  the  Conven  and  Inconv  to  the  next  Court. 

On  the  Motion  of  Dav’d  Mckee,  for  leave  to  keep  a ferry 
over  the  Monongohale  and  Youghogana,  which  Motion  being 
opposed,  on  hearing  the  parties  It  is  Consid  that  the  ferry  is 
Unnecessary ; It  is  therefore  Ord  that  the  s’d  Motion  be 
rejected.  ^ 

The  persons  app’d  to  Veiw  a road  from  old  Redstone  fort 
to  Conrad  Walters,  and  made  a report.  It  is  Ord  that  the  road 
be  Established,  and  that  Jacob  Beason  be  Overseer  from  Conrad 
Walters  to  Jennings's  run,  and  Robt.  Jacman  be  Overseer  from 
the  East  side  of  Jennings  run  to  James  Chamberlains  Run,  on 
the  East  side  of  the  dividing  Ridge,  and  that  Philip  Fonts  be 
Overs  from  Chamberlains  run  to  the  River  at  old  Redstone 
fort,  and  that  the  tithe’s  within  3 miles  on  Each  side  work 
thereon 

Prest.  John  Cannon 

John  White,  being  bound  over  to  this  Court  on  the  Comp  of 
Thomas  Christy,  for  stealing  his  swine,  on  hearing  the  witnesses 
the  Court  are  of  Opinion  that  he  is  guilty  of  the  fact  where- 
with he  stands  Charged,  and  that  he  be  Committed  to  the  Goal 
of  this  County,  there  to  remain  until  he  Enter  into  recog  in  the 
Sum  of  pTioo  with  two  Securitys,  in  the  Sum  of  Each,  for 
his  good  behavior,  and  for  his  personal  appearance  at  the  next 
Grand  jury  Court  to  be  held  here,  and  that  his  Majestys  deputy 
Atto  prefer  a bill  of  Indict  ag’st  him. 
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Thomas  Martin  being  bound  over  to  this  Court  on  the  Complt 
of  Archibald  Hamilton  for  Burning  his  House  in  the  Neighbour- 
hood of  Sandy  Creek,  whereby  he  has  lost  some  of  his  Elfects, 
being  called,  appeared,  and  on  hearing  the  parties  by  their 
Atto  and  Sund  Wits  the  Court  are  of  Opinion  that  he  is  guilty 
of  a High  Misdemeanor  ; It  is  Ord  that  he  be  Committed  to 
the  Goal  of  this  County  for  the  s’d  offence,  and  there  to  remain 
until  he  finter  into  recog  in  the  Sum  of  ^loo  with  2 Secys  in 
the  Sum  of  Each,  for  his  good  behaviour  for  a Year  and 

(23)  a day  ; and  thereupon  he  with  Jacob  Bousman  and  Hugh 
O’Harro,  his  Secy,  ack’d  himself  indeb  to  our  Sovereign  Lord 
the  King  in  the  Sum  of  ^f^ioo,  and  the  s’d  Jacob  Bousman  and 
Hugh  O’Harro  Ack’d  themselves  Each  Indeb  to  our  Sover- 
eign Lord  the  King  in  the  sum  of  ^50  Each,  to  be  levied  of 
their  respec  Goods  and  Chattels,  Lands  and  Tenements,  in  case 
the  s’d  Thos.  }^lartin  is  not  of  Good  behaviour  for  a Year  and 
day. 

Peter  McCartney  Ack’d  a Claim  to  50  Acres  of  Land  to 
John  Campbell,  Gent,  and  O R. 

Cook  vs  Shilling,  Peter  Hillibrand  Sp8d. 

On  the  Complt  of  Benjamin  Kyser  against  Hugh  Davidson 
for  a forceable  Entry  made,  being  called,  appeared,  and  on 
hearing  the  parties  and  the  Wits  the  Court  are  of  Opinion  that 
he  is  Guilty,  and  that  he  be  Committed  to  the  Goal  of  this 
County,  and  there  to  remain  until  he  Enter  into  recog  in  the 
Sum  of  p^ioo,  with  2 Secys  in  the  Sum  of  ;z£’5o  Each,  and 
thereupon  he  with  John  Caveat  and  John  Sampson  his  Secys 
x\ck’d  himself  Indeb  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  in  the 
Sum  of  ^100  and  the  s’d  John  Caveat  and  John  Sampson 
Ack’d  themselves  Each  to  owe  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King 
in  the  Sum  of  X'5^  Each  to  be  levied  of  their  respective  Goods 
& Chattels,  Lands  N Tenements,  in  Case  thes’d  Hugh  David- 
son is  not  of  Good  Behaviour  for  a Year  and  a day. 

Fred  Ferree,  being  bound  over  to  this  Court  on  the  Complt 
of  Geo  Phelps,  for  beating  him,  being  called,  appeared,  and 
on  hearing  the  parties  N the  ^Vitnesses,  the  Court  are  of  Opinion 
that  the  Complt  be  dismised. 

(24)  Stevens  vs  Shilling  Peter  Hillibrand  Spbd 

Mitchell  vs  Scott  Michl  Tygert  Spbd  & Imp  P 
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McMichal  vs  French  David  Scott  Spbd  &:  Imp  P 

Russell  vs  Sessney  David  Steele  SB  *Sc  Impl  B. 

The  Granjury  for  the  Inquest  of  the  body  of  this  County 
returned,  and  haveing  ret’d  Several  Indict  true  bills,  It  is  Ord 
that  the  Kings  Atto  do  pros  them  and  that  the  Clk  do  Issue 
process  on  them  Accord’ gly;  & also  several  bills  of  Indict 
being  preferd  <Sc  found  Ignoramus,  It  is  Ord  that  the  same  be 
dis’d. 

Ord  that  the  Court  be  Adjourned  until  to  Morrow  Morning 
lo  o’clock 


Geo  : Croghan. 


At  a Court  Con’d  and  held  for  Augusta  County  May  i8th 

1775- 

Prest.  Geo  Croghan,  John  Campbell,  John  Gibson,  Geo 
Vallandigham. 

On  the  Petition  of  Charles  Harrison  and  others.  It  is  Ordered 
that  Richard  Walker,  Charles  Harrison,  Daniel  Cannon,  and 
Isaac  Pearce  or  any  3 of  them  being  first  sworn  Veiw  a road 
the  nearest  and  best  way  to  Veiw  a Road  from  Thomas  Gists 
house  to  Cap’n  Fromans  mill  and  make  a report  of  the  Conv 
and  Inconv  to  the  next  Court. 

Mitchell  vs  Val  Crawford  Wm.  Crawford  Spbd. 

Nevell  vs  Gist.  Wm.  Crawford  Spbd. 

Speer  vs  Gist.  Wm.  Crawford  Spbd. 

P.  Ed  Ward,  John  Cannon,  Wm  Crawford,  John  Mc- 
Colloch. 

Thomas  Scott  being  bound  over  to  this  Court  for  his  acting 
and  doing  Business  as  a Justice  of  the  peace  under  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  Contempt  of  the  Earl  of  Dunmore’ s late  Proclama- 
tion, as  also  to  such  other  Misdemeanors  as  shall  be  then  and 
(25)  there  objected  ag’st  him,  appeared,  and  On  hearing  him  and 
the  Wits  the  Court  are  of  Opinion  that  he  is  Guilty,  and  it  is 
Ord  that  he  be  Committed  to  the  Goal  of  this  County,  and 
there  to  remain  until  he  Enter  into  recog  in  the  sum  of  ^500, 
with  2 secys  in  the  Sum  of  Each,  to  be  levied  of  their 

respective  Goods  and  Chattels,  Lands  and  Tenements,  in  Case 
Thomas  Scott  is  not  of  Good  Behaviour  for  a year  and  a day 
and,  also  desist  from  acting  as  a Majestrate  within  the  Colony 


Annals  of  the  Carnegie  Museum. 


of  Virginia  by  any  authority  derived  from  the  Provence  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  that  he  keep  the  peace  to  all  his  Majesties 
Leige  Subjects  in  the  mean  time. 

George  Croghan,  Esqr.  Ack’d  a Deed  of  Bargain  and  Sale 
and  a receipt  thereon  Endorsed  to  Bernad  Gratz,  and  O R. 

The  same  to  Joseph  Simon  &:  O R. 

The  same  to  Bernard  Gratz  and  O R. 

The  same  to  Bernard  Gratz  and  O R 
P.  Thos.  Smallman,  Ab.  Wm.  Crawford. 

Devorix  Smith  being  bound  over  to  this  Court  on  the  Complt 
of  Susanna  Styger,  for  asaulting,  Beating  (S:  Wounding  her,  ap- 
peared, and  on  hearing  the  parties  and  the  Witnesses  the  Court 
are  of  Opinion  that  the  Complt  be  dismised  with  Costs 

Susanna  Sturgus  being  bound  over  to  this  Court  on  the 
Complt  of  Devereux  Smith,  for  Insulting  his  wife  and  threaten- 
ing her,  on  hearing  the  parties  and  Wits  the  Court  are  of 
Opinion  that  the  Complt  be  dismised. 

Mills  vs  Williamson  — Pat  McElroy  Spbd. 

Hawkins  vs  Hillibrand  — Moses  Williamson  Spbd. 

Cresap  vs  Teagarden  — Wm  & Geo  Teagarden  Spbd 
vs  French  Moses  Williamson  Spbd 
On  the  Complt  of  John  McaNully  ag’st  his  Master,  Casper 
Reel,  for  beating  & abuseing  him,  being  Sum’d,  appeared,  and 
on  hear’g  the  parties  & the  Wits  the  Court  are  of  Opinion  that 
the  Complt  is  Groundless  & be  dismised,  and  It  is  Ord  that  the 
Sheriff  take  the  Serv’t  and  give  him  25  Lashes  well  Laid  on, 
and  it  is  said  to  the  Sheriff  that  Execution  be  done  Immediately. 

Casper  Reel  prod  and  made  Oath  to  his  Account  of  ^2. 16.0, 
His  Expences  in  takeing  up  his  Serv’t,  John  McaNully,  when 
run  aw,  and  for  4 days  absent  time  when  run  away  : It  is  ord 

that  he  serve  for  the  same  accr  to  Law, 

/ Edward  Armstrong  being  bound  over  to  this  Court  on  the 
Complt  of  John  iMiller,  Senr. , for  takeing  away  a Plow  & Irons 
with  several  other  Utensels  of  Husbandry  and  Household  furni- 
tur,  the  property  of  the  s’d  John  and  the  s’d  Edward,  appeared, 
and  hearing  the  parties  and  the  Wits  the  Court  are  of  Opinion 
that  he  is  Guilty  of  the  facts  wherewith  he  stands  Charged,  and 
that  he  be  Committed  to  the  Goal  of  this  County,  and  there  to 
remain  until  he  Enter  into  recog  in  the  Sum  of  ;^?3o,  with  2 
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Secys  in  the  Sum  of  ^15  Each,  to  be  levied  in  case  he  is  not 
of  Good  behaviour  for  a Year  and  a day 

The  persons  app’d  to  Veiw  a Road  from  Shirtees  Creek  to 
Devor’s  ferry  made  their  report;  It  is  Ord  that  the  Road  be 
Established,  and  that  David  Steel  and  Jed  Ashcraft  be  Overseers, 
and  that  the  tith's  within  3 miles  on  Each  side  work  thereon. 

Joseph  Cisnea  and  Wm.  Donnellsan  being  bound  over  to  this 
Court,  on  the  Complt  of  Thomas  Russell  for  a forceable  Entry 
& detainer,  and  no  personsappearing  It  is  Ord  to  be  dis’d. 

The  Complt  of  John  Quay  ag’st  Dav’d  McClure,  no  persons 
appearing  It  is  Ord  to  be  dis’d. 

The  Complt  of  Adam  Bell  ag’st  Stephen  Bennett,  no  per- 
sons appearing  it  is  Ord  to  be  dis’d. 

The  Complt  of  John  Boley  ag’st  John  Springer,  no  persons 
appearing  It  is  Ord  to  be  dis’d. 

The  Complt  of  Wm.  Thomas  ag’st  Chas.  Froman,  & no  per- 
sons appearing  It  is  Ord  to  be  dis’d. 

The  Complt  of  Devereaux  Smith  ag’st  Edward  Thompson, 
no  persons  appearing  It  is  Ord  to  be  dis’d. 

The  Complt  of  John  Boley  ag’st  Joseph  Ross,  no  persons 
appearing.  It  is  Ord  to  be  dis’d. 

Beeler  vs  Walls,  John  McXew  Spbd. 

Edward  Armstrong  came  into  Court  with  Robt  Strain  and 
Philip  Reely,  his  Secy,  x\ck’d  himself  Indeb  to  our  Sover  Lord 
the  King  in  the  Sum  of  ^10  and  the  s’d  Robt.  Strain  and  Philip 
Reily  Ack’d  themselves  Indeb  to  our  Sover  Lord  the  King  in 
the  Sum  of  ^’5  Each,  to  be  levied  & in  case  the  s’d  Edward 
Armstrong  is  not  of  good  behaviour  for  a Year  and  day. 

Clinton  X Xoble  vs.  Bearshers,  Bazil  Brown  Spbd. 

Walls  vs  Brown,  Pat  McElroy  Spbd. 

Ord  that  the  Court  be  adjourned  until  to  Morrow  Morning 

3 o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  ^ 

Geo  : Croghan. 

At  a Court  Continued  and  held  for  Augusta  County  May 

1775. 

Prest.  John  Gibson,  Wm.  Crawford,  John  McCullough, 
Edward  Ward,  John  Cannon. 

On  the  Motion  of  Benja  Wells  It  is  Ord  that  his  Mark,  a 
Crop  and  a Slit  in  the  left  Ear,  be  Recorded. 
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On  the  Motion  of  Valentine  Crawford,  It  is  Ord  that  his 
Mark,  a Slit  in  the  left  Ear,  a Crop  and  under  keel  in  the 
Right  Ear  & O Recorded 

Abt.  John  Gibson.  Gt. 

Admon  of  the  Estate  of  Jacob  Linnd,  dec,  is  Granted  to 
Thos.  Smallman,  Gent,  and  Jacob  Bousman,  they  having  with 
Secy.  Entered  into  & Ack’d  Bond  accr.  to  Law. 

Ord  that  Wm  Christy,  Ignace  Lebath  Sam’l  Semple,  and 
John  Ormsby  or  any  3,  app  the  Est. 

Cresap  vs  Dowling,  Josiah  Wallace  Spbd. 

Grub  vs  Dowling,  Josiah  Wallace,  Spbd. 

Sinclair  vs  Usherwood,  Jiid  accr,  act  <Sc  O Sale. 

Ord  that  the  Court  be  adjourned  until  to  Morrow  Morning  B 
o’clock  Edwu.  Ward 

(28)  At  a Court  Con’d  and  held  for  Augusta  County,  May  20th, 
i775» 

Prest.  Geo.  Croghan,  Ed  Ward,  Thos.  Smallman,  John 
Gibson. 

[Here  follows  a list  of  over  one  hundred  and  sixty  cases,  with  only 
the  surnames  of  the  two  parties  and  unintelligible  memoranda.] 

A Mortgage  from  Benjamin  Taite  to  John  Campbell,  Gent, 
was  produced  and  O R. 

On  the  Complt  of  John  Ross  against  his  Master,  Moses  Hol- 
liday, for  detaining  him  as  a Servant  Contrary  to  Law,  it  was 
objected  to  by  the  Master  by  his  Atto  that  the  Matter  should  not 
concern  this  Court,  as  the  s’d  Master  had  never  been  Summoned 
and  had  not  any  previous  Notice  thereof  til  he  came  to  court ; 
but  the  Court  Overuld  the  Objection,  it  appearing  to  the  Court 
that  he  was  fully  prepar’d,  and  on  hear’g  the  Wits  the  Court 
^ are  of  Opinion  that  the  Servt.  be  set  at  Liberty. 

Ord  that  Thomas  Silk  be  by  the  Church  wardens  of  Augusta 
Parish  bound  to  Jacob  Bousman  accr.  to  Law. 

On  the  Motion  of  Thos.  Glenn  by  his  Atto,  seting  forth  that 
he  had  been  Committed  to  the  Goal  of  this  County  on  Suspe- 
tion  of  being  Guilty  of  the  Murder  of  his  Servant,  and  that 
the  proceedings  of  the  Cald  (iourt  were  Irregular,  by  which 
he  was  Illegally  Confined,  and  praying  that  the  Court  will  take 
the  same  into  Consideration  ; and  the  Court  being  of  Opinion 
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that  the  Allegations  are  true,  It  is  Ordered  that  he  be  dis’d 
from  his  Imprisonment. 

P.  John  Campbell  & Wm.  Crawford. 

Geo  Croghan,  Gent,  Ack’d  a Deed  of  Barg  &:  Sale  to  Edward 
Ward  and  O R. 

The  same  to  the  same  and  O R. 

On  the  Motion  of  Jacob  Bousman,  leave  is  granted  him  to 
keep  a ferry  aCross  the  Monongohale  River  from  his  House  to 
the  Town  opposite  thereto,  and  that  he  provide  and  keep  a Suf- 
ficient number  of  Boats  for  that  purpose,  in  ferrying  over  the 
Militia  on  Muster  days. 

On  the  Motion  of  John  Ormsby,  for  leave  to  keep  a ferry 
aCross  the  Monongohale  River  from  this  Town  to  his  Land  op- 
posite thereto,  being  opposed  by  Jacob  Bousman,  and  Motion 
Overuled. 

Alexander  Ross,  Gent,  Ack’d  4 deeds  of  Surrender  and  Barg 
&:  Sale  to  Edward  Ward,  Gent,  and  O R. 

John  Ormsby  Ack’d  a Deed  of  Barg  and  Sale  to  Benja  John- 
ston & O R. 

The  App  of  the  Est  of  Shadrach  Muchmore,  dec’d,  being 
returned,  is  O R. 

On  the  petition  of  James  Erwin,  It  is  Ord  that  Robt.  Mckee, 
John  Hughes,  John  Cavet,  & John  Sampson,  or  any  3 of  them, 
being  first  sworn,  Veiw  a Road  from  the  Pennsylvania  Road  to 
the  Mouth  of  Youghioghany  at  Mckee’ s ferry,  and  here  to  meet 
the  road  that  comes  from  Fromans  Mill,  and  make  a report  of 
the  Conven  and  Inconven  to  the  next  Court. 

On  the  Motion  of  John  Jones,  on  behalf  Christinee  Baker, 
It  is  Ord  that  Jacob  Knight  be  Summoned  to  appear  here 
the  next  Court,  to  shew  Cause  why  he  detains  Michael  Infant 
her  Son. 

R Dye  vs  Dye  A C 
R Beally  vs  Shawn  A C 
R Barrakman  vs  Shevely  A C 

B McElroy  vs  Templin  Atta 

Ha  Perkins  vs  Calloway  A C 
B McElroy  vs  Templin  Atta 

B Downer  vs  Teagarden  A C 

B Thomas  vs  Lea  A C 
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B S\vagler  vs  Mills  Spbl.  &:  Imp  Ha 
B Swigart  vs  Mills  Aj’d 

B Virgin  vs  Carr  A C 
Sims  Wilson  vs  Cochrane  A C 

J G J Mills  vs  Hunter  & A C — Hunter  and  Hawkins. 

B Bromfeild  vs  Cox  Atta 

R Colvin  vs  Johnson  A C 

B Bond  vs  Long  Atta 

B Tigard  vs  Dun ni van  A C 
B Cresap  vs  Sheerer  AlSub 

R Colwell  vs  Brewster  A C 

R Sommer  vs  Brewster  A C 

R Colvin  vs  Johnson  A C 
J G J Sheerer  vs  Miller  A C 
B Baker  vs  Hendricks  A C 

B Whitacre  vs  Dixon  A C 

Sims  Wells  vs  Rearden  & AlSub 
R Ward  vs  Thorn  Lease  Entry  and  Ouster  Conf  N G 
aj’d  S 

Ha  Rodgers  vs  Campbell  dis’d  Cds  Roote 

S Onnsby  vs  Bousman  Lease  Entry  tS:  ouster  &:  Conf  & 

N G J G J 

Ha  Jones  vs  Speers  De.  & N G aj’d  R 
B Hukman  vs  Brumfeild  Do.  & N G aj’d  R 
Ha  Miller  vs  Humble.  Do.  & N.  G J G J 
R Ha  Clark  vs  Teabolt  Do  &:  N G & J G J 
B Eyler  vs  Adams  Do  N G and  R 

R Whitacre  vs  Dixon  C O 

R Penticost  vs  Linn  Entry  & ouster  & N G & j’d  B 
R vs  Jones  Do  N G ej’d  Sims 

R Coin  vs  Miller  Do.  & Do.  Ha 

Johnston  vs  Swearengen.  Pat  McElroy  Secty  Costs 
and  Lease  Entry  «S:  Ouster  Confered  tSc  N G ej’d  Ha 
(39)  R Ha  Girty  vs  Hanna  Lease  Entry  & Ouster  Confered  & N G 
Sims 

B Geegheeghan  and  vs  Smith  Do  Ha 

B Enochs  vs  Teagarden  Do  Ha  & R 

B Clinton  vs  Mayo  Do  Sims 
B Hawkins  vs  Humble  Do  R 
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B Nicholas  \*s  Swarnck  Do  J Cr  J 
J G J Lapsley  vs  Reed  Ind  and  Wt  of  Possession  & Admon  of 
the  Estate  of  Arthur  Donerly,  dec’d,  is  granted  to 
John  Gibson,  he  hav’g  Comp  with  the  Law.  Ord 
that  Chas  Bruce,  Ab  Slower,  Geo  Gibson  »S:  Michl. 
Thorn,  or  any  4 of  them,  App  the  Estate. 

Robt  Elliott,  a Deed  of  Barg  & Sale  to  Wm.  Elliott,  O R. 

Admon  of  the  Estate  of  Wm  Cockrine,  dec’d,  g’d  to  Benja 
Elliott,  he  hav’g  Comp’d  with  the  Law.  Ord  that  Benja  Tom- 
linson, Joseph  Baker  & John  Hendrick  & Jas.  Mathews  or  any 
3,  App  the  Eistate. 

His  Majesties  Writ  for  Adjourning  this  Court  to  the  Town  of 
Staunton  on  the  3d  Tuesday  in  June  next  was  produced  and 
read,  and  It  is  Ord  that  the  Court  be  adjourned  accordingly 

John  Campbell. 

At  a Cald  Court  held  at  Fort  Dunmore,  May  the  27th,  1.775, 
for  the  Examination  of  Thomas  Glenn,  who  stands  committed 
to  the  Goal  of  this  County  for  the  Murder  of  his  Servant  Man, 
Peter  Eglington, 

Present,  Geo  Croghan,  John  Campbell,  Eldward  Ward, 
Thomas  Small  man. 

The  above  Named  Thomas  Glenn  was  led  to  the  barr,  and 
upon  examiination  denied  the  fact  wherewith  he  stands  charged  ; 
whereupon  several  Witnesses  were  sworn  and  Examined,  upon 
Consideration  of  which  the  Court  are  of  Opinion  that  he  is  not 
Guilty  of  the  Murder  wherewith  he  stands  Charged,  but  that 
he  is  Guilty  of  beating  his  Servant  111,  and  that  he  ought  to  be 
tried  for  the  same  at  the  next  Grandjury  Court  to  be  held  at 
this  Place,  and  that  he  be  Committed  to  the  Goal  of  this 
County,  and  there  to  remain  until  he  Enter  into  recog  in  the 
Sum  of  ^jiooo,  with  2 Secys  in  the  Sum  of  500^^  Each,  for 
his  appear  at  the  Grandjury  Court  and  for  his  good  behaviour 
in  the  mean  time,  and  that  his  Majesties  deputy  atto  prosecute 
him  for  the  same. 

Then  the  Court  did  rise.  Geo  : Croghan. 

At  a Cald  Court  held  for  the  Examination  of  James  Clark, 
who  stands  committed  for  the  Murder  of  Silas  Tucker,  an  Infant 
son  of  Wm.  Tucker,  this  12th  day  of  July,  1775  : 
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Annals  of  the  Carnegie  Museum. 


Prest,  Jno  Campbell,  Thos.  Smallman,  Ed  Ward,  Jno. 
Gibson. 

The  above  named  James  Clark  was  led  to  the  Barr,  and  upon 
Examination  denied  the  fact  wherewith  he  stands  Charged ; 
whereupon  several  Witnesses  Mere  sworn  and  Examined,  and 

(41)  on  Consideration  of  which  the  Court  are  of  Opinion  that  he  is 
not  Guilty  of  the  facts  M'herewith  he  stands  Charged,  and  that 
for  the  s’d  offence  he  be  acquitted. 

Then  the  Court  did  rise 

John  Campbell. 

At  a Cald  Court  held  at  Fort  Dunmore  for  Augusta  County, 
September  12th,  1775,  for  the  Examination  of  Wm.  Evans  for 
the  breaking  open  the  Kitchen  of  James  McCashlin. 

Prest.  John  Campbell,  Dorsey  Penticost,  Wm.  Crawford, 
John  McColloch,  Wm.  Goe. 

The  above  named  Wm.  Evans  was  led  to  the  Barr,  and  upon 
Examination  denied  the  fact  whereM’ith  he  stands  Charged ; 
whereupon  several  Witnesses  were  SM’orn  and  Exam’d,  on  Con- 
sideration of  M'hich  the  Court  are  of  Opinion  that  he  is  not  Guilty 
of  the  Burgaly,  but  that  he  is  guilty  of  a Trespass  ; It  is  Ord  that 
he  be  Committed  to  the  Goal  of  this  County,  and  there  to  remain 
until  he  enter  into  recog  in  the  sum  of  ^50,  with  2 Secys  in 
the  Sum  of  25  ^ Each,  for  his  App  at  the  next  Grandjury  and 
for  his  Good  behaviour,  and  the  s’d  Wm.  Evans,  Muth  Geo 
Aston  and  Cornelius  Conner,  his  Secys,  Ack’d  the  s’d  Evans 
in  the  Sum  of  50  and  Aston  &:  Conner  in  the  Sum  oi  25 
Each,  to  be  Levied,  and  in  Case  he  do  not  Appear  and  for  his 
good  behaviour  in  the  mean  time,  and  that  his  Majesties  dep 
Atto  pros  them  for  the  same. 

Then  the  Court  did  rise 

John  Campbell. 

(42)  At  a Cald  Court  for  the  Examination  of  James  Norland 
this  1 2th  Sepr.  1775,  for  the  breaking  open  of  James  McCash- 
len’s  Kitchen  : 

Prest,  John  Campbell,  Dorsey  Penticost,  Wm  Geo,  Wm. 
Crawford,  John  McColloch,  . 

The  above  named  James  Nowland  was  led  to  the  barr,  and 
upon  Examination  denied  the  fact  wherewith  he  stands  charged 
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whereupon  several  ^Vits  were  sworn  and  Exam’d,  and  on  Con- 
sid  of  which  the  Court  are  of  Opinion  that  he  is  not  Ciiilt}^  of 
the  Burgarly,  but  that  he  is  guilty  of  a dVespass  ; It  is  Ord  that 
he  be  committed  to  the  Goal  of  this  County,  and  there  to 
remain  until  he  enter  into  recog  in  the  Sum  of  ^ 50,  with  2 
Secys  in  the  Sum  of  25  ^ Each,  and  thereupon  he  with  Geo 
Aston  and  John  Conner  his  Secys,  the  s’d  Xowlan  in  the  Sum 
of  ^ 50  and  the  s’d  Aston  and  Conner  in  the  Sum  of  25  ^ 
Each,  to  be  Levied,  and  in  case  they  do  not  appear  at  the  next 
Grandjury  Court  to  be  held  here,  and  for  his  good  behaviour 
in  the  mean  time,  and  that  his  Majes.  deputy  Atto  pros  him  for 
the  same.  Then  the  Court  did  rise 

John  Campbell. 

His  Majesties  Writ  for  adjorning  the  Court  from  Staunton  to 
Fort  Dunmore  being  read  this  19th  September,  1775  : 

Pres’t  Geo.  Croghan,  Jno.  Campbell, 

Dorsey  Penticost,  Thos.  Smallman. 

David  Shepperd  took  the  Usual  Oaths  to  his  Majesties  person 
and  Gov,  Sub  the  Ab  Oath  and  test,  and  then  took  the  Oath 
of  a Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  of  a Justice  of  the  County  Court 
in  Chancery,  and  of  a Justice  of  Oyer  X Terminer. 

(43)  Pres’t  Dav’d  Shepperd,  and  absent  John  Campbell.  Ord 
that  the  Sheriff  contract  with  a Workman  to  repair  this  house 
ag’st  to  morrow,  with  a barr  & seat  for  the  Clk  and  Justices, 

P.  Wm.  Crawford. 

On  the  motion  of  Sam’l  Sample,  It  is  Ordered  that  his  Serv’t 
Woman,  Betty  McHolister,  serve  him  12  Mo  ; it  App  by  Wits 
that  she  had  a bastard.  It  is  Ord  that  she  Serve. 

Ord  that  the  Court  be  Adjorned  until  to  Morrow  Morning 
10  o’  Clock  Geo  : Croghan. 

At  a Court  Con’d  and  held  for  Augusta  County  at  Fort  Dun- 
more, Sepr.  20th,  1775  : 

Present  Geo  Croghan,  Thos.  Smallman,  Dorsey  Penticost, 
Dav’d  Shepperd,  Gentn,  Justices. 

Drenning  vs  Bay,  James  Gray  Spbd. 

David  Steel  took  the  Usual  Oaths  to  his  Majesties  Person  and 
Government,  Sub  the  Ab  Oath  and  test,  and  then  took  the 
Oath  of  a deputy  Sheriff. 
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Annals  of  the  Carnegie  Museum. 


A Deed  from  Mordicai  M Mordicai  to  Joseph  Simon  was  proved 
by  jno.  Anderson,  Robt.  Campbell,  2 of  the  Wits,  &:  O C’d, 

McQuity  vs  Gray,  Thos  Bay,  Spbd. 

Caldwell  vs  Brouster  ) ^ 011 

^ 1,  T.  ■ lames  Grav,  Spbd. 

bommerali  vs  Brouster  ) * ' 

An  Indenture  from  JohnMcMillen  toWm.  Parkinson  was  provd 
by  Jno  Gab’l  Jones  and  Benja  Davis,  2 of  the  "Wits,  and  O R. 
Cresap  vs  Taylor,  James  Brownlee  Spbd. 

Morrison  vs  Ross,  Michl  Tvgert  Spbd. 

Gillfillan  vs  Tygert,  Jos  Ross  Spbd. 

George  Wilson,  Gent,  being  bound  over  to  this  Court  for 
being  confederate  with  aiding  advising  and  abeting  certain  dis- 
orderly persons,  who,  on  the  Morning  of  the  22d  of  JuneTast, 
Violently  seized  and  Carried  away  Maj  John  Connolly  from  this 
place,  and  also  adviseing  others  not  aid  the  Officers  of  Justice 
When  called  upon  to  apprehend  the  afores’d  disturbers  of  the 
peace,  being  called  and  not  appearing.  It  is  Ord  that  he  be 
prosecuted  on  his  Recog. 

Richmond  vs  Scott,  Jno.  Boly,  Spbd. 

Christian  Perkey,  being  bound  over  to  this  Court  on  the 
Complt  of  Tfdward  Rice  for  Break’ g down  his  Saw  Mill  dam, 
being  call’d,  app’d  and  Several  Wits  were  Sworn  and  Exam’d  ; 
on  Consideration  of  which  the  Court  are  of  Opin  that  he  be 
Committed  to  the  Goal  of  this  County  and  there  to  remain 
until  he  enter  into  Secy  in  the  Sum  of  ^50,  with  2 Secy  in  the 
Sum  of  ^25  Each;  and  thereupon  he  with  Wm.  Crawford  and 
Haden  Wells  his  Secys  Ack’d  themselves,  the  s’d  Perkey  in  the 
Sum  of  ^£50,  and  the  s’d  Crawford  and  Wells  in  the  Sum  of 
^25  Each,  to  be  levied,  and  in  case  the  s’d  Perkey  is  not  of 
Good  behaviour  and  for  a year  and  a day. 

Vallandigham  vs  Tygart  Jos  Ross  Spbd. 

Tidball  vs  Martin  Abm.  Vaughan  Spbd. 

Licence  to  keep  an  Ordinary  is  Granted  to  Mordicai  Moses 
Mordicai,  he  hav’g  Comp’d  with  the  Law. 

Waford  vs  Cox  Abm.  Teagarden  and  Christopher  Swigart 
Spbd. 

Brumfeild  vs  Cox  Am.  Teagarden  and  Christopher  Swigart 
Spbd. 

Bond  vs  Mordicai.  2 Suits  Ignace  Labat  Spbd. 
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The  Persons  app’d  to  Veiw  a road  from  the  Confluence  of 
Wheeling  to  the  foot  of  Laurel  Hill  at  Conrad  Walters,  made 
a rept  that  they  had  Veiwed  the  same  and  find  that  there  may 
be  had  a good  road  from  the  Confluence  of  Wheeling  to  the 
Confluence  of  Ten  Mile  on  the  Monongahala,  and  from  thence 
to  the  s’d  Walters;  It  is  Ord  the  s’d  Road  be  Established, 
and  that  James  McCoy  be  over  from  the  foot  of  the  Laurel 
Hill  to  Chas.  Hickman  : and  John  Craig  from  Hickman  to 
Wm.  Teagardens  ferry  on  the  Monongohala ; and  Ezekiel  Ross 
from  there  to  John  Dickensons,  Junr.,  Reason  Virgin  from 
there  to  Alexr  Douglas;  and  John  Mitchell  from  there  to  the 
Mouth  of  Wheeling;  and  that  the  Tithe’s  in  5 Miles  on  each 
side  work  thereon. 

James  Chambers,  being  bound  over  to  this  Court  for  Common 
Barratry  and  other  Misdemeanors  by  him  committed  ag’st  the 
Peace,  on  hear’g  and  Several  Witnesses  sworn  the  Court  are 
Opinion  that  the  Complt  be  dis’d. 

Val  Crawford  is  App’d  Over  of  the  Road  from  Sewickley 
Cr  to  Stewarts  Crossing,  and  that  the  Tith’s  within  3 Miles  on 
Each  side  work  thereon. 

Lyons  vs  Duncan.  Jas.  Hamilton  and  Chas.  Reed  Spbd. 

Persons  App’d  to  Veiw  a road  from  ‘Fort  Pitt  to  Becketts 
fort,  made  a report ; It  is  Ord  that  the  s’d  Road  be  Established, 
andk\ndrew  Pearce  be  Over  from  Beckets  fort  to  Jas.  Wilsons ; 
Cornelius  Thompson  from  Wilsons  to  the  River  Monongohala ; 
James  Sullivan  from  there  to  the  head  of  the  Saw  Mill  mn,  and 
Bashar  Frederick  from  there  to  Fort  Pitt ; and  the  Tith’s  within 
5 Miles  on  Each  side  from  Fort  Pitt  to  the  Monongahala,  and 
the  Tiths,  within  3 Miles  on  each  side  from  the  River  to  Becketts 
fort,  work  thereon. 

Dunlavy  vs  Russell.  Dav’d  Scott  Spbd. 

Cresap  vs  Ellliott 

Ord  that  the  Court  be  Adj’d  until  to  Morrow  Morning  10 
o’clock.  Geo:  Croghax. 

At  a Court  Con’d  and  held  for  Augusta  County,  September 
2ist,  1775  ; 

Pres’t  Geo  Croghan,  Jno  Gibson,  John  Cannon,  John  Mc- 
Culloch. 
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Annals  of  the  Carnegie  Museum. 


Admon  Of  the  Estate  of  John  Campbell,  dec’d,  is  granted 
- his  fatliv-T  James  Campbell,  he  hav’g  Comp  with  the  Law. 
Ord  that  Matthew  Ritchey,  Rich’d  Boyer,  Nath’l  Tomlinson » 
and  Sam’l  Clem,  or  any  3,  app  the  Est. 

Admon  of  the  Estate  of  Jonathan  Johns,  dec’d,  is  g’d  to 
Dav’d  Johns,  he  hav’g  Comp’d  with  the  Law.  Ord  that  Philip 
Rodgers,  Robt  Ritchey,  Jonathan  Reese,  and  Zedeck  Springer, 
or  any  3,  app  the  Est. 

A Deed  of  Barg  & Sale  from  James  Brenton  to  Michael 
Cresap  Senior  was  prov’d  by  John  Jeremiah  Jacobs  one  of  the 
Wits  O R. 

A Deed  of  Barg  & Sale  from  Robt  Denbow  to  Mich’l  Cresap 
was  jjrov’d  by  Geo.  Brent  one  of  the  Wits  cC  O R. 

A Deed  of  Barg  »S:  Sale  from  John  Corey  to  Mich’l  Cresap^ 
Senr. , was  prov’d  by  Jno.  Jeremiah  Jacob,  the  Wits,  and  O R. 
Pa}-ton  On  the  Complt  of  Wm.  PTeeman  ag’st  his  Master,  John 
Rootes  Collins,  for  beating  and  abiiseing  him,  and  on  hearing  Several 
Sims  & Wits  & the  Parties,  the  Court  are  of  Opinion  that  he  is  Guilty 
Jones  of  the  above  abuse,  and  that  he  be  Committed  to  the  Goal  of 
this  County,  and  there  to  remain  until  he  Pinter  into  Recog  in 
(47)  the  Sum  of  £20,  with  2 Secys  in  the  Sum  of  ^10  Each,  for 
his  good  behaviour  towards  his  Servt  for  the  Space  of  One 
Year,  and  that  he  pay  Costs. 

John  Collins  prod  an  Acc’t  ag’st  his  Serv’t,  ACm.  Freeman, 
who  run  away  for  86  days  absent  time  ; It  is  Ord  that  he  serve 
him  for  the  same  Acer,  to  Law,  and  the  Expence  for  takeing 
him  up  is  Continued  til  the  next  Court 

Elliott  vs  Girt)- ) GirtySpbd. 

Smith  vs  Girty  ) ^ 

John  Collins  prod  an  Acc’t  ag’st  his  Serv’t,  Moses  Abraham, 
when  run  away  for  86  days  absent  time  ; It  is  Ord  that  he 
ser\’e  for  the  same  Acer,  to  Law,  and  the  Expence  for  takeing 
him  up  is  Continued  til  the  next  Court. 

Ord  that  the  Court  be  Adjorned  until  to  Morrow  Morning 
10  o’clock  Geo  : Croghan. 

At  a Court  Con’d  and  held  for  Augusta  County  at  Fort  Dun- 
more  Sepr.  2 2d,  1775. 

Cannon,  Thos  Smallman,  John 


Pres’t  Geo  Croghan,  Jno. 
McColloch. 
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Ord  that  the  Court  be  adjorned  until  to  >\Iorrow  Morning  9 
o’clock  Geo  : C room  an. 

(48)  At  a Court  Con’d  and  held  for  Augusta  County,  September 
22d,  1775, 

Pres’t.  John  Campbell,  Wm.  Crawford,  John  Cannon,  John 
McColloch,  Dorsey  Penticost, 

[Here  follows  another  list  of  cases,  over  five  hundred  in  number, 
wherein  only  the  surnames  of  the  parties,  plaintiff  and  defendant,  are 
given,  with  occasionally  some  unimportant  memoranda,  thus  : ‘‘  Crog- 
han  V.  Whittaker,”  or  Cresap  vs  Bowlin,  Atta.”  If  Christian 
names  had  been  given,  or  the  nature  of  the  action  shown,  this  list  of 
cases  would  not  have  been  omitted.] 

(61)  At  a Court  Con’d  and  held  for  Augusta  County,  Sepr  23d, 
1775,  P.  Geo  Croghan,  Jno.  Cannon,  Jno.  McColloch,  Dorsey 
Penticost,  Dav’d  Shepperd. 

Lynch  vs  Jones,  Jno.  McCallister  Spbd. 

[It  appearing  to  the  Court  that  Geo  Brent  & John  Gab’l 
Jones,  practising  Attos  of  this  court,  have  this  day  insulted 
this  court  in  a very  gross  manner,  by  directing  the  under  sheriff 
not  to  appear  & open  the  court  when  commanded  by  the  Jus- 
tices, met  upon  the  adjournment  of  yesterday,  from  which  direc- 
tions the  sheriff  hesitated  some  time  in  doing  his  duty,  8:  did 
commit  other  Insults  highly  derogatory  from  the  dignity  &:  Au- 
thority of  this  Court  : It  is  the  Opinion  of  this  court  that  the  sd 
George  Brent  Jno.  Gab’l  Jones  be  suspended  from  practis- 
ing as  Attos  in  this  Court  untill  the  Pleasure  of  the  General 
Court  is  known  in  this  behalf.  It  is  therefore  Ordered  that 
the  Clerk  do  Certify  these  proceedings  to  the  honble  the  Gen- 
eral Court  that  the  Atto  Genl  be  sumd,  John  Walker,  Gent, 
of  Albemarle,  Edward  Winston  of  Bedford,  Geo.  Rootes  of 
Frederick,  (Is:  Chas.  Sims  of  West  Augusta,  to  attend  there  to 
prove  the  facts  alleged  agst  the  sd  Brent  & Jones  ; (!k  It  is  Ord 
that  they  be  committed  to  the  Goal  of  this  County,  and  there 
to  remain  until  they  Enter  into  recog  in  the  sum  of  £^200 
Each,  with  2 Secys  Each  in  the  sum  of  ^100  Each.]^*^ 

•®The  entry  thus  embraced  in  []  was  at  first  made  in  the  minute  as  given,  but  was 
afterwards  erased  by  line.i  drawn  over  it. 
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(62)  Pres’t,  Jno.  Campbell,  Thos.  Smallman  ; Abs,  Geo.  Cro- 
ghan,  Pres’t,  Wm.  Crawford.  Ab.  Jno.  Gibson  & D P. 

A Deed  from  the  Sacchems  or  Chiefs  of  the  Six  United 
Nations  of  Indians  to  Geo  Croghan  Esqr  was  produced  to  be 
proved,  which  was  objected  by  Chas.  Sims  & H.  Peyton  on 
behalf  of  Jno.  Gibson,  alledging  that  it  is  upwards  of  two  years 
since  the  Execution  of  the  s’d  deed,  that  there  was  not  3 Wits 
present  to  prove  the  same  ; which  objection  was  overruled,  and 
the  said  Deed  was  proved  by  the  Oaths  of  Tho.  & John  Walker 
& Ord  to  lie  for  fur  proof. 

Geo.  Croghan  Esqr.  Ack’d  a Barg  & Sale  to  Thos.  Lawrence 
& O R. 

Ab.  John  Campbell,  & pres’t  Geo.  Croghan. 

Edward  Armstrong,  having  forfeited  his  recog  by  assaulting 
Prudence  Labat,  It  is  Ord  that  a proces  ag’st  him,  and  his 
Secys,  on  the  same,  and  that  the  Sheriff  take  him  into  Custody, 
and  there  to  remain  until  he  Enter  into  recog  in  the  Sum  of 
;2^5o,  with  2 Secys  in  the  Sum  of  ^25  Each,  for  his  good 
behaviour. 

P.  Dorsey  Penticost 

The  Persons  App’d  to  Veiw  a road  from  Providence  Mounce’s 
Mill,  by  Asburger’s  ferry,  and  from  thence  to  Catfish  Camp, 
made  a report ; It  is  Ord  that  the  Road  be  Established,  and 
that  Ezekiel  Hickman  be  Overseer  from  Mounces  Mill  to  Chris- 
tof  Bealers  ferry  on  Yougha  ; & Morgan  [organ  from  there  to 
Asburger’s  ferry ; Benja.  Fry  from  there  to  Pidgeon  Cr ; and 
Evan  Williams  from  Pidgeon  Cr.  to  the  East  fork  of  Churteers 
Cr ; and  Garret  Vanemon  from  there  to  Catfish  Camp,  and  the 
Tith’s  within  3 miles  on  Each  side  work  thereon 

(63)  A Resolution  of  the  Convention  directing  a Mode  for  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Court  of  West  Augusta  was  prod  and  read, 
and  thesame  being  approved  of,  C)rd  that  the  Court  for  the 
future  be  regulated  thereby  and  that  the  same  be  Rec’d. 

Penticost  vs  Jones  ] 
vs  Linn  j 

Johnston  a Witness  in  the  Province  of  Maryland,  to  which  Ob- 
ject was  made  for  want  of  affidavit  of  his  being  out  of  the 
Colony  or  his  being  aged  and  Infirm,  which  was  Overuled  and 
dedimus  asr’d. 


x\  Dedimus  to  take  the  deps.  of  Barnet 
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Kuykendal  vs  Smith  Abel  Westfall  Spbd. 

Brent  vs  Beeloi  Dorsey  Penticost,  Spbd. 

Hamilton  vs  Goe  Pat  McElroy  Spbd. 

Morgan  vs  Beavers  Dav’d  Steel  Spbd. 

Wm  Harden  vs.  Glenn  Alex’ r Douglas  Spbd. 

P.  Jno.  Campbell,  Wm.  Crawford,  John  Cannon,  John  Mc- 
Colloch,  Dorsey  Penticost. 

Ord  Thos.  Smallman,  John  Cannon,  John  Gibson,  or  any  2 
of  them,  to  provide  a House  at  the  Pub  Expence  for  the  Use 
of  Holding  the  Court,  and  that  the  Sheriff  Contract  with  Work- 
men to  put  the  same  in  repair  ag’t  the  3d  Tuesday  in  Jan’y 
next. 

Ord  that  the  Sheriff,  with  the  Consent  of  Thos.  Smallman, 
John  Cannon,  and  John  Gibson,  or  any  3 of  them,  Contract 
for  a house  for  Save  keeping  of  his  Prisoners,  and  make  a return 
of  the  whole  to  the  next  Court,  at  the  County  Expence. 

Wm.  Hawkins  took  the  Usual  Oaths  to  his  Majesties  Person 
and  Government,  Sub  the  Ab  Oath  and  .test,  and  then  took  the 
Oath  of  a deputy  Sheriff. 

His  Majesties  Writ  for  adjorning  this  Court  to  the  Town  of 
Staunton,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  Nov’r  next,  being  read,  the 
Court  was  Accordingly  adjorned.  John  Campbell. 

At  a Court  held  for  Augusta  County  at  Pittsburg,  October 
the  17th,  1775,  According  to  an  Ordinance  of  the  Convent, 
held  at  Richmond  : 

Present,  Geo  Croghan,  Thos.  Smallman,  John  Gibson,  John 
McColloch. 

On  a Com,plt  of  Wm.  Freeman  ag’st  his  Master,  John  Col- 
lins, for  abuseing  him  and  beating  him,  is  Continued  until  the 
next  Court,  and  that  the  Sheriff  take  the  Servant  into  his  Cus- 
tody and  provide  for  him  or  hire  him  out  until  the  next 
Court. 

It  appearing  to  this  Court  by  ^Vitness  that  an  Agreem’t  be- 
tween John  Campbell  and  his  Serv’t,  James  Martin,  that  he 
had  to  serve  from  the  26th  December  1774,  One  Year  and  9 
Months,  It  is  Ord  that  he  Serve  the  same  Accordingly 

Ab  Jno.  Gibson  ; 

Pres’t  John  CampTell. 
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John  Hume  being  bound  over  to  this  Court,  on  the  Complt 
of  Francis  Wilson,  for  a riot  and  Assault  P3attery  committed  on 
the  s’d  \\'ilson,  being  called  and  not  appearing.  It  is  Ord  that 
the  recog  be  prosecuted. 

James  Royal  being  bound  over  to  the  Court  on  the  Complt 
of  Fra’s  Wilson  for  Assault  and  Battery  committed  on  the  s’d 
Wilson,  being  called  and  not  appear’ g.  It  is  Ord  that  the  s’d 
recog  be  continued. 

Ord  that  the  Court  be  adjourned  until  the  Court  in  Course 

Geo  : Croghan, 

(65)  , At  a Court  held  for  Augusta  County  at  Pittsburg,  Nov’r  21st, 
1775,  According  to  an  Ordinance  of  the  Convention  held  at 
Richmond  : 

Pres’t  Geo  Croghan,  Edward  Ward,  Thos  Smallman,  John 
Cannon,  Geo  Vallandigham. 

Samuel  Hinch  is  appointed  Surveyor  of  the  Highway  in  the 
room  of  David  Steel. 

The  persons  App’d  to  Veiw  a road  from  Capn  Fromans  to 
the  Mouth  of  Vough,  made  their  report : It  is  Ord  that  the  s’d 
road  be  Established  and  that  John  iMalony  and  Thos.  Lapsley 
and  Edward  Sharp  be  Survey  and  that  Tithables  with  3 miles  on 
Each  side  work  thereon 

John  Bears  is  App’d  a Consta,  and  It  is  Ord  that  he  be 
Sum’d  to  be  Sworn. 

It  Appearing  to  this  Court  by  Wm.  Wilson  that  John  Collins 
had  paid  ^7.  los.  for  takeinguphis  Serv’t  Wm.  Freeman,  who 
run  away.  It  is  Ord  that  he  Serve  Acc’d  to  Law  for  the  same. 

The  Complt  of  Wm  Freeman  ag’st  his  Master,  John  Collins, 
for  abuseing  and  beating  him  and.  It  App’g  to  the  Court  to  be 
2d  Complt,  It  is  Ord  the  Sheriff  sell  him  Acc’d  to  Law. 

Ord  that  the  Court  be  adjorned  until  the  Court  in  Course 

Geo  : Croghan. 

At  a Court  held  for  the  Examination  of  Mr.  Devereux  Smith, 
at  His  House,  by  His  Petition  to  the  Justices,  this  21st  No- 
ember, 1775,  Murder  of  Capn  Geo  Aston; 

Pres’t  Geo  Croghan,  Thos.  Smallman,  John  Cannon,  Geo 
Vallandigham,  Edward  \Vard. 


3iaa%;iA'J  3HT  ii)  ajkvivjx 


■ o ■ ■ ■ 

■tk^fkoO  liilf  no  ddi  oi  LiJ/e  Jbfujocf  n>io( 

m hn»  iohu  i'6\  .aokUW  abn/si'*!  ")o  { 

hiO  m it  -lOff  hfi<:  ^ctioJ  ./KKiltV/  [>>  y?f> 

-v'....,  .,.  .■.;  ‘-.-d  .r-'O* 


i>:'e-  s>4l  hfi«s  idi  oorli’//  lo 

b'.e  kfO  8t  'id. . hf!R  -b^UcD  . 

'■  iXiO''  ' A ■■..■■"• 


,m':  s 'i  ’-/oK  Vj-IFT^JO^ •.  £3.'-:n^'t}'/;'  lOi  1’7’fSsJ  P.  J 4 

'’to  m . 0 ■}^i:ih  1 0^:>A  .cK\%  . 

JicdT  mO 

'Mf  -m  ^ni  d.inlil1Madd 

'.  ; , .h-^T^  brrjy  l\o  ijmot 

ai.  '(ujjjO  !vi'C>'i'i  baoi  u cv*' p'XQ<imi  uriT 

■b‘^t - .is-^r • ? fed)'  ;b*j I • •■d'sdl ' ^ms  tdy.hT/  to  fibioM  adl 

/''  no.^t^sdj  tibid  ri;3£,M 


>d  ';d.  i/idi  im)  4 *l  kifii  .ja  b'qt( A di  nrio[ 

,m07/t:i  ':td  oi  b'mo^  - 


sijiHoC>.£ijrfot no^U'U  ,trid'/ /M  nooO 
od'f^  ,.m7/  j'-n'jb.Ad  rp ,r\^  bUq 

,>R^in wfei  o;  Ufi>  frX)  rill  ,v.r»v?fl  £*«#■ 

,RW.-i1kQ  -ud'ol  .,iv4Vi;i4  4ifl  fflV./ ^ dq^xicO  ^/iT 

>rj  01  :ig'\|4^v  ll  fm:  y^fioAUd^  \i/i . 

■ i”ras:f 

ei!  :;Arf'l  IfMXr/  t^4  jl.(/0'>  t/d?  UfiJ'  Or() 


yo^h> 


)o  /ic>dr;ifr£fiXi;«3.  bhd  f. 

-b/.  C.rdt  Oi  Qobh-/i  -riH  v4  p<;:i''afr 

:.  .;■’  .;,^W]0j^.,  j }o  rt^j^o.iK  >dj  -jut'  ,?t  »4 

^ii0i-{m.)  ri'riCfl.  .acvdT 


Minutes  of  Court  at  Fort  Dunmore. 


557 


(66)  The  above  Devereux  Smith  was  Examined,  denied  the  fact 
wherewith  he  stands  Charged,  whereupon  several  Witnesses 
were  sworn  and  Examined  : on  Consideration  of  which  the 
Court  are  of  Opinion  that  after  hearing  Smith  by  his  Atto, 
that  he  is  Guilty  of  the  s’d  fact  wherewith  he  stands  Charged, 
that  he  ought  to  be  tried  for  the  said  fact  at  the  General  Court 
in  April,  on  the  6th  day  thereof,  and  in  Order  thereto  he  is  re- 
manded to  the  Goal  of  this  County  and  thence  to  be  removed. 

Be  it  Remembered  that  John  Nevill,  Thos.  Herbert,  James 
Nowlan,  Simon  Morgan,  all  of  this  County,  came  before  our 
Justices  and  Acknowledged  themselves  Indebted  to  ours’d 
Lord  the  King  in  the  Sum  of  loo  Pounds  Each,  to  be  Levied 
of  Each  of  their  respective  Goods  and  Chattels,  Lands  and 
Tenements,  and  to  ours’d  Lord  the  King  rendered  upon  Con- 
dition they  do  appear  at  the  General  Court  in  April  next  and 
there  testify  and  Evidence  ag’st  Devereux  Smith  for  the  Murder 
of  Geo  Aston,  and  shall  not  depart  with  out  leave  of  the  s’d 
General  Court 

The  Prisoner  moved  the  Court  that  he  might  be  admitted  to 
Bail  and  It  is  Ordered  that  the  Court  be  adjorned  until  to  Mor- 
row Morning  at  7 o’clock,  Geo  : Croghan. 

At  a Cald  Court  Con’d  and  held  for  Augusta  County  for  the 
Examination  of  Devereux  Smith  for  the  iMiirder  of  Capt  Geo. 
Aston  : 

Pres’t,  Geo  Croghan,  Thos  Smallman,  John  Cannon,  Geo 
Vallandigham. 

Upon  a motion  made  by  Mr.  Devereux  Smith  by  his  attorney  to 
be  admitted  to  Bail  for  his  appearance  at  the  6th  day  of  the  next 
General  Court,  the  Court  are  of  opinion  that  from  the  situation 
Mr.  Smith  is  in  the  circumstances  attending  the  fact  where- 

(67)  with  he  is  charged,  that  he  ought  to  be  admitted  to  Bail,  and 
that  he  Enter  into  recog  on  the  Sum  of  3000^,  with  3 Securi- 
ties in  the  Sum  of  ;£^i5oo  Each,  to  be  Levied,  and  thereupon 
the  s’d  Devereux  Smith  Ack’d  himself  in  the  Sunu  of  ^3000 
and  Robert  Hanna,  Aeneas  McCay  and  Wm.  Butler,  his  Secys, 
in  the  Sum  of  1500^  Each,  to  be  Levied  of  their  respective 
goods  and  Chattels,  Lands  and  Tenements,  and  to  our  s’d  Lord 
the  King  rendered,  upon  Condition  that  Devereux' Smith  doth 
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personally  appear  on  the  6th  day  of  the  next  General  Court,  if 
he  be  able  at  that  time  to  attend  the  s’d  General  Court,  from 
the  situation  of  his  wound  »Sc  state  of  health,  if  not  at  the  suc- 
ceeding Court  for  the  Tryall  of  Criminals,  and  shall  not  depart 
upon  his  appearance  without  leave  of  said  Court. 

Then  the  Court  did  rise 

Geo  : Croghan. 

At  a Court  held  for  Augusta  County  at  Pittsburg,  Jan’y  i6th, 
1776,  According  to  an  Ordinance  of  Convention  held  at  Rich- 
mond : 

Pres’t,  Edward  Ward,  Thos.  Smallman,  Geo  Vallandigham, 
John  McColloch,  Wm.  Goe. 

Admon  of  the  Estate  of  Alexr.  Miller,  dec’d,  is  granted  to 
John  Colhoon,  Gent,  he  having  Comp’d  with  the  Law. 

Ord  that  Geo  Wilson,  John  Swearengen,  John  Harden,  and 
Jos  Caldwell,  or  any  3,  App  the  Est. 

Licence  to  keep  an  Ordin  is  Granted  to  David  Duncan,  he 
hav’g  Comp  with  the  Law. 

The  same  to  James  McCashlon. 

(68)  Admon  of  the  Est  of  Thos  Elvey  is  Granted  to  Thomas  New- 
berry, he  hav’g  Comp  with  the  Law. 

Ord  Silas  Pledge,  Edward  Robertson,  Thomas  McGuire,  and 
John  Carpenter,  or  any  3,  App  the  Est. 

Thomas  Girty,  being  bound  over  to  this  Court  on  the  Complt 
of  Samuel  Sample  for  Threatening  to  beat  his  wife  Sarah 
Sample,  and  that  he  was  afraid  that  the  s’d  Thos.  Girty  will 
beat  or  wound  her,  he  being  in  fear  of  his  Wife’s  Sarah’s  Life, 
being  Called,  appeared,  and  on  hearing  and  Examining  Several 
Witnesses  the  Court  are  of  Opinion  that  on  his  makeing  Con- 
cessions for  his  good  behaviour  towards  her  for  the  future  be 
discharged. 

A Mortgage  from  Andrew  Robinson  to  Jacob  Saylor  was 
proved  by  James  Berwick  and  John  McCallister,  two  of  the 
Wits,  and  Ordered  to  be  Certified. 

Joseph  Hammet  is  App  a Constab,  and  It  is  Ord  that  he  be 
Sum’d  to  be  sworn  in. 

Hugh  Scott  is  Appointed  a Consta,  and  it  is  Ord  that  he  be 
Sum’d  to  be  sworn  in. 
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Ezekiel  Dewitt  is  App’d  a Consta,  in  the  room  of  John  Car- 
penter. 

Ord  that  the  Court  be  adjorned  until  to  Morrow  Morning  8 

o’clock. 

Edw’d  Ward. 

At  a Court  Con’d  and  held  for  Augusta  County  at  Pitts- 
burgh, January  17th,  1775,  According  to  an  Ordinance  of  Con- 
vention held  at  Richmond  ; 

Pres’t  Edward  Ward,  Dorsey  Penticost,  John  Cannon,  John 
McColloch,  Cxeo  Vallandigham,  Wm  Goe 
(69)  On  the  Motion  of  Rich  Willis,  it  is  Ord  that  his  Mark  be 
recorded,  a Crop  in  the  near  Ear  and  a Swallow  fork  in  the 
off  Ear. 

On  the  Motion  of  James  Wright,  Ord  that  his  Mark  be  re- 
corded, a Swallow  fork  in  the  Off  Ear. 

On  the  Motion  of  Daniel  Harris,  It  is  Ord  that  his  Mark,  a 
Swallow  fork  in  Each  Ear. 

On  the  Motion  of  Thos.  Glenn,  Ord  that  his  Mark,  a Crop 
in  Each  flar  and  under  slit  in  Each. 

On  the  Motion  of  Thomas  Crooks,  Ord  that  his  Mark,  a 
Crop  in  the  Near  Ear. 

On  the  Motion  of  Thos.  Atkinson,  Ord  that  his  Mark,  a 
Crop  and  Slit  in  the  Crop  in  the  right  Ear,  and  the  left  Ear 
slit  down  and  one  half  Cropt  off. 

P.  Thos  Smallman. 

Thos.  Atkinson,  being  bound  over  to  this  Court  on  the 
Complt  of  Fras.  Maines,  Appeared  ; no  prosecutor  appearing. 
It  is  Ord  that  he  be  dis’d. 

Samuel  Mcbride  is  app  a Constable  in  the  room  of  Razon 
Ahrgin,  and  It  is  Ord  that  he  Summoned. 

Francis  Morrison  Mark  be  record,  a Crop  in  the  near  Ear 
and  a hole  in  the  off. 

^^'m  Hawkins  Mark  be  record,  a Crop  off  the  left  and  a slit 
in  the  right. 

Pet  Hillibrand  Mark  be  record,  a Crop  in  the  left  Flar  and  a 
Swallow  fork  and  under  slit  in  the  right. 

Or  that  the  Court  be  adjorned  until  the  Court  in  Course. 

Edw’d  Ward. 
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(70)  At  a Cald  Court  for  West  Augusta  for  the  Examination  of 
Edward  Armstrong  for  Horse  Stealing,  this  19th  January, 
1776,  one  the  Prop  of  Geo  Sly  and  the  other  of  [as  Royal. 

Pres’t,  Edward  Ward,  John  Cannon,  Geo  Vallandigham, 
Dorsey  Penticost,  Thos  Smallman. 

The  above  named  Edward  Armstrong  was  led  to  the  barr, 
and  upon  Examination  denied  the  fact  wherewith  he  stands 
Charged  ; whereupon  Several  Witnesses  were  sworn  and  Ex- 
amined ; on  Consideration  of  which  the  Court  are  of  Opinion 
that  there  is  not  at  this  time  Suff  Evidence  to  prove  the  fact ; 
It  is  Ord  that  he  be  discharged. 

Then  the  Court  did  rise 

Edw’d  Ward. 

His  Majesties  Writ  for  Adjorning  the  County  Court  of  Au- 
gusta from  Staunton  to  Fort  Dunmore  being  read,  this  i6th 
April,  1776  : 

PresT  John  Campbell,  Dorsey  Penticost,  Thos  Smallman, 
Jno.  Cannon, 

Admon  of  the  Est  of  Jeremiah  Woods,  dec’d,  granted  to 
John  Stevenson,  who  is  married  to  the  Widow,  he  hav’g  Comp’d 
with  the  Law. 

Ord  that  Benj.  Kuykendal,  James  Sullivan,  Rich’d  MciMahon, 
and  Peter  Barrakman,  or  any  3,  app  the  Estate. 

Ord  that  the  Court  be  Adj’d  until  to  Morrow  Morning  9 

o’clock. 

John  Campbell. 

(71)  At  a Court  Con’d  and  held  for  Augusta  County,  April  17th, 

' 1776. 

Pres’t  John  Campbell,  Edward  Ward,  Dorsey  Penticost,  John 
McColloch,  John  Cannon. 

The  Last  Will  and  Test  of  Larkin  Pearpoint,  dec’d,  was 
prov’d  by  Isaac  Lamaster  and  Calder  Haymond,  two  of  the  Wits, 
and  O R. 

Daniel  Leet  prod  a Commission  from  the  Colledge  of  Wm. 
and  Mary  to  be  deputy  Surveyor  of  this  County  under  Thos. 
Lewis,  Gent,  he  hav’g  taken  the  Oath  According  to  Law  and 
Ent’d  in  Bond  with  Geo  Rice  and  Geo  McCormick  his  Sec’y. 

John  Harry  is  App  Surveyor  in  the  room  of  Edward  Sharp 
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Ab  Dorsey  Penticost. 

A Deed  of  Barg  Sale  from  John  Pearce  Sen’r  to  John  and 
And’w  Pearce  was  proved  by  Dorsey  Penticost  and  Moses  Coe, 
2 of  the  Wits,  and  O C. 

Pres  D.  P. 

A Deed  of  Barg  and  Sale  from  Wm.  Dunbar,  by  his  Atto 
Alex’ r Ross,  to  Chas.  Sims,  was  prov’d  by  Caleb  Graydon  and 
Daniel  Brown  2 of  the  Wits,  and  O C. 

A Deed  of  Barg  and  Sale  and  rec’t  from  Alex’ r Ross  to  Chas. 
Sims  was  prov’d  by  Caleb  Graydon  and  Dan’l  Brown,  2 of  the 
Wits,  & O C. 

A Deed  of  Barg  and  Sale  from  Alex’ r Ross  to  Chas  Sims  was 
prov’d  by  Caleb  Graydon  and  Dan’l  Brown,  2 of  the  Wits, 
and  O C’d. 

A Power  of  Atto  from  Alex’ r Ross,  Atto  for  Wm.  Dunbar, 
to  Chas.  Sims  prov’d  by  Caleb  Graydon  d:  Dan’l  Brown,  2 of 
the  Wits,  and  O C’d 

A Power  of  Atto  from  Alex’ r Ross  to  Chas.  Sims  was  prov’d 
by  Caleb  Graydon  and  Dan’l  Brown,  2 of  the  Wits,  and  O C’d. 

On  the  Motion  of  Christopher  Carpenter,  leave  is  granted 
him  to  keep  a ferry  near  his  house  on  the  Monongahela  for  the 
Purpose  of  Setting  over  the  Militia  on  Muster  days 
(72)  Solomon  Froman  is  app  a Consta  in  the  room  of  Nath’ I 
Blackmore,  and  that  he  be  Summoned  before  >tr.  John  Can- 
non to  be  Sworn  into  the  said  Office. 

Admon  of  the  Estate  of  John  Edwards,  dec’d,  is  granted  to 
Benjamin  Kuykendall  (Jersey  Ben),  a C’r,  he  hav’g  Com.p’d 
with  the  Law. 

Ord  that  Zadock  Wright,  Gab’l  Cox,  Benja  Sweet,  and  Isaac 
Custard,  or  any  3,  app  the  Est. 

Robert  Morely,  Thos.  Peake,  (S:  John  Flatchway,  being 
bound  over  to  this  Court  on  the  Complt  of  Peter  ^[cCawley, 
and  he  being  called  and  not  appearing  It  is  Ord  that  he  be  dis’d. 

James  Innis,  John  Munn,  and  Thos.  Edginton,  3 of  the  per- 
sons appointed  to  Veiw  a road  from  Froman ’s  iViill  on  Shirte  to 
Fromans  Mill  on  the  East  side  of  the  Monongohela ; It  is  Ord 
that  the  s’d  Road  be  Est,  and  that  John  Munn  be  Surv  from 
Froman’ s Mill  on  Shirtee  to  the  fork  of  the  road  to  that  goes  to 
Flenry  Spears,  and  that  Tobias  Decker  from  thence  to  the  Mill 
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on  the  Monongohala,  and  that  the  tithe’s  within  3 Miles  on  Each 
side  work  thereon. 

Wm  Andreas  is  App  a Consta  in  the  room  of  Joseph  Hill, 
Sen’r.,  and  that  he  be  Sum’d  to  be  sworn  before  Dorsey  Pen- 
ticost. 

Peter  Hursh  is  App  a Consta  in  the  forks  of  Yough,  and 
that  he  be  Siim’d  to  be  Sworn  before  D.  Penticost. 

Jonathan  Paddock  is  App  a Consta  in  the  room  of  Wm.  Tea- 
garden, and  that  he  be  Sum’d  to  be  Sworn  before  Wm.  Goe. 

Deed  of  Lease  and  Release  of  Trust  from  Wm.  Trent,  Rob't 
Callender,  David  Franks,  Joseph  Simon,  Levy  Andrew  Lev}', 
the  s’d  Wm.  Trent,  Dav’d  Franks,  Joseph  Simons,  and  Levy 
And’w  Levy  in  their  own  Right,  and  in  Right  of  Philip  Boyle, 
(73)  John  Chevalier,  Peter  Chevalier,  Jos  Bollock,  Peter  Baynton, 
devesees  of  John  Baynton’  Share  ; Sam’l  Wharton  by  his  Attos 
Thos  Wharton  and  the  s’d  Wm.  Trent,  Geo  Morgan,  Thos 
Smallman,  and  Geo  Croghan,  the  afores’d  Sam’l  Wharton 
Trustee  for  and  of  John  Welch’s  Share  in  thes’d  Premises,  by 
his  Attos,  Thos  Wharton  and  Wm  Trent,  Edward  Moran,  Evan 
Shelley,  Sam’l  Postlethwaite,  Jno  Gibson,  Edward  Cole, 
Grantee  or  Ass’e  of  Rich’d  Winstons  Share,  Dennis  Crotan, 
Wm.  Thompson,  Rich’d  Neave  Grantee  or  Ass’e  of  Ab’m 
Mitchell’s  Share  in  the  Premises,  by  Rich’d  Xeave,  Junr,  his 
Atto,  James  Dundas,  Jno  Ormsby  by  his  Atto  Thos  Bond,  Jr., 
Wm.  Edgar  by  his  Atto,  the  s’d  Rob’t  Callender,  Y'm  Frank- 
lin, Esqr.,  Jos  Galloway,  Escjr.,  and  Thos  Wharton,  to  Rich’d 
Bache,  Owen  Jones,  Jun’r,  and  Isaac  Wharton,  was  prov’d  as 
to  Wm.  Trent,  Rob’t  Callender,  Dav’d  Frank,  I.evy  And’w 
Levy,  Joseph  Bollock,  Peter  Baynton,  Thos  Wharton,  and  the 
s’d  Wm  Trent,  in  two  Places,  for  and  on  behalf  of  Sam'l 
Wharton  in  his  own  right,  as  Trustee  of  John  Welch  by  George 
Morgan,  Edwd  Cole,  Thos  Bond,  Jr.,  for  and  on  behalf  of 
his  Constituent,  John  Ormsby,  by  the  s’d  Rob’t  Callender, 
for  and  in  behalf  of  his  Constituent  Wm  Edgar,  by  Dr.  Benja. 
Franklin  for  his  Constituent  WTi.  Franklin,  Esqr,  and  by  the 
s’d  Thos  Wharton  by  Jno  Chevalier,  Peter  Chevalier,  Rich’ 
Bache,  Owen  Jones,  Jun’r.,  Isaac  Wharton  by  R^ich’d  Butler, 
Jos  Westmore  d:  Thos.  Flinn,  and  prov’d  as  to  Rich’d  Neave 
by  his  Atto  Rich’d  Neave,  Jr,  Joseph  Galloway,  Jos  Simon, 
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James  Dimdas,  7’hompson,  Sam’l  Postlethwaite  by  Jos 

Westmore,  Chas.  Matheson  (S:  Thomas  Flinn,  as  to  John 

(74)  Gibson  was  prov’d  by  Joseph  Westmore,  Chas.  Matheson,  and 
Rich’d  Butler,  and  O R.  A Deed  of  Partition  from  and  be- 
tween  the  same  Persons  was  proved  as  before  and  O R. 

A Mortgage  from  x\braham  Mitchell  and  Sarah  his  Wife  to 
Rich’d  Neave  was  prov’d  by  Jos  ^Vestmore,  Chas.  Matheson, 
and  Thos.  Flin,  3 of  the  Wits,  and  O R. 

Philip  Whitezell  is  App  a Consta  in  the  room  of  Andrew 
Robertson. 

John  Dousman  is  App  a Consta  in  the  Town  of  Pittsburg, 
and  It  is  Ord  that  he  be  Sum’d. 

Philip  Whitezel  Ap’d  and  took  the  Oaths  and  the  Oath  of  a 
Constable. 

Wm.  Forsythe,  being  bound  over  on  the  Complt  of  Henry 
Woods,  and  thes’d  Henry  being  called  and  failing  to  appear  It 
is  Ord  to  be  dis’d 

Licence  to  keep  an  Ord  is  Granted  to  Thos.  Brown  at  his 
House  at  Redstone  Fort,  Bazel  Brown  hav’g  on  his  hehalf 
Ent’d  into  Bond  Acer,  to  Law. 

Licence  to  keep  an  Ord  is  granted  to  John  DeCamp,  he 
hav’g  Comp  with  the  Law. 

Hawkins  vs  Greathouse,  Gar  ; Abraham  Miller  affirmed  he 
has  I Watch,  and  that  he  is  Indebted  to  him  also  ^'8  Pennsyl- 
vania Money,  for  which  he  has  Passed  his  Bond  for,  and  that 
he  has  had  no  notice  of  any  assignment;  Acc’t  proved  <S:  Jud 
and  O Sale  and  Ord  Condem’d. 

(75)  Sam’l  Griffith  is  App’d  a Consta;  It  is  Ord  that  he  be 
Sum’d  before  Wm.  Goe  to  be  Sworn  into  the  Office. 

John  Greathouse  is  App  a Con.sta  ; It  is  Ord  that  he  be 
Simrd  before  Geo  Vallandigham  to  be  Sworn  into  the  s’d 
Office. 

Ord  that  the  Court  be  Adj’d  until  to  Morrow  Morning  10 
o’clock  John  Campbell. 

At  a Court  Con’d  and  held  for  Augusta  County,  April  iSth 
1776, 

Pres’t,  John  Campbell,  Edward  Ward,  Dorsey  Penticost, 
John  Cannon. 
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A Deed  from  Alex’ r Ross,  Atto  to  Wm.  Dunbarr  to  Chas. 
Simons,  being  form  prov’d  by  Caleb  Graydon  and  Chas.  Sims, 
was  fur  prov’d  by  Jas  Mckee,  the  other  Wit,  i.\:  O R. 

A Deed  from  Alex’r  Ross  to  Chas.  Siins  prov’d  as  above  and 
O R. 

A Deed  from  Alex’r  Ross  to  Chas  Sims  prov’d  as  above 
O R. 

A Power  of  Atto  from  Alex’r  Ross,  Atto  for  Wm.  Dunbar, 
to  Chas  Sims,  prov’d  as  above,  O R. 

A Power  of  Atto,  from  Alex’r  Ross  to  Chas  Sims  proved  as 
above,  O R. 

Licence  to  keep  an  Ord  is  Granted  to  Jacob  Winemiller,  he 
hav’g  Compl’d  with  the  Law. 

(76)  On  the  Petition  of  James  Mitchell  & others  seting  forth  that 
a Road  is  Established  from  Conrad  ^Valters,  by  Wm.  Tea- 
garden’s ferry,  to  the  Mouth  of  \\'heeling,  which  is  very  Incon- 
veniant  to  your  Petrs,  & praying  that  a Review  of  the  s’d  Road 
be  made,  It  is  Ord  that  Ebenezer  Zane,  James  McMahon, 
David  Owens,  Henry  Vanmatre,  Dav’d  Evans,  Geo.  Cox, 
James  IMcCoy,  John  McClalan,  or  any  6 of  them,  being  first 
Sworn,  Veiw  if  the  old  Road  Estab  is  Conv,  if  not  make  a re- 
port of  the  most  Conv  way,  and  the  Inconv  and  Conv  thereof, 
to  the  next  Court ; that  the  Surveyors  desist  from  working  on 
the  road  until  the  report  is  returned 

Ord  that  the  Sheriff  Summon  24  Persons  to  serve  as  a Grand 
jury  in  May  next 

Ord  that  the  Court  be  adjorned  until  the  Court  in  Course 

John  Campbell. 

At  a Court  held  at  Pittsburgh,  for  the  District  of  West 
Augusta  the  Twentieth  day  of  August,  1776  : 

Present,  Edward  Ward,  Dorsey  Penticost,  John  Gibson, 
David  Sheperd,  John  Cannon,  and  William  Goe,  gent. 

Dorsey  Penticost  and  John  Gibson,  Gent,  administered  the 
Oath  prescribed  by  an  ordinance  entitled  “ an  ordinance  to  en- 
able the  present  Magistrates  (S:  othcers  to  continue  the  adminis- 
tration of  Justice  (S:  for  setling  the  General  mode  of  Proceeding 
in  criminal  and  other  cases,  till  the  same  can  be  more  amply 
provided  for,”  to  Edward  Ward,  Gent,  and  then  the  said  Ed- 
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ward  Ward  administered  the  aforesaid  oath  to  John  Gibson, 
Dorsey  Penticost,  John  Cannon,  David  She]>herd,  and  Wm. 
Goe,  Gentn.  David  Shepherd,  and  John  Cannon,  Crent,  are 

(77)  appointed  to  Contract  with  some  person  or  persons  to  build  a 
house  24  by  14  With  a petition  in  the  middle,  to  be  Used  for 
a Goal  at  Augusta  TownP^ 

John  Madison,  Jun’r,  Deputy  Clerk,  took  the  Oath  appointed 
by  an  Ordinance  of  Convention. 

Patrick  McElroy,  Deputy  Sheriff,  took  the  Aforesaid  Oath, 

Court  Proclaimed. 

McKinley  vs  Beal,  Agreed,  pd. 

Samuel  Newell  and  Michael  Thorn,  being  bound  over  on  the 
Complt  of  James  Chambers,  who  being  called  and  not  appear- 
ing to  prosecute  It  is  Ord  that  they  be  discharged. 

Dav’d  Steel,  a Deputy  Sheriff,  took  the  Oath  a[>pointed  by 
an  Ordinance  of  Convention. 

Admon  of  the  klstate  of  Joshua  Hudson,  dec’d,  granted  to 
his  brother  Wm.  Hudson,  he  hav’g  Comp  with  the  Law. 

Ordered  that  Robert  Jones,  John  Jarrett,  Henry  Hall,  and 
Aaron  Jenkins,  or  any  3,  App  the  E.state. 

Ord  that  all  the  Constables  be  Summoned  to  be  Sworn  agre- 
able  to  the  Ordinance  of  Convention  before  the  most  Con- 
venient Magistrate  to  them. 

Edward  Ward,  Dorsey  Penticost,  and  John  Gibson,  Gentn, 
are  recommended  as  proper  persons  for  his  Excellency  to  choose 
one  of  them  to  Act  as  Sheriff  for  the  Ensuing  Year. 

Alex’ r McKee,  Philip  Ross,  Benja  Kuykendall,  John  Nevill, 
David  Rodgers,  Isaac  Cox,  Geo  McCormick,  Matthew  Ritchey, 
Wm.  Louther,  John  Evans,  Jas.  Chew,  David  Scott,  John 

(78)  Harden,  Sen’r,  John  Swearengen,  Thomas  Gaddis,  James  Mc- 
Coy, Wm.  Harrison,  John  DeCamp,  Caleb  Graydon,  Henry 
Heath,  Sam’l  Newell,  Thos  Brown,  James  Hammond,  'fhos 
Freeman,  W'm  Moore,  Joshua  \Vright,  Rich’d  Yeats,  John  Mc- 
Dowell, Erasmus  Bokias,  David  Enochs,  James  Hopkins,  Henry 
Enochs,  Henry  Yanmetree,  Chas  Dodd,  Daniel  Mcfarlane, 
John  INIitchell,  James  Caldwell,  John  Walker,  John  W'illiamson, 
Sen’r,  Wm.  Scott,  Thomas  Polk,  David  Andrews,  John  Mc- 

This  Augusta  Town,  was  at  Catfish-camp,  afterward  Washington,  Washington 

Co.,  Pa. 
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Donald,  Oliver  Miller,  Zachariah  Spriggs,  And’w  Swearengen, 
Benja  Fry,  Jonathan  Coburn,  John  Hamilton,  and  Jonas  Freind, 
are  recommended  as  proper  persons  to  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Peace. 

Moses  Williamson,  Jun’r,  is  App’d  a Constable,  and  It  is 
Ord  that  he  be  Sum’d  to  be  Sworn  into  the  office  before  Mr. 
David  Shepherd. 

Ord  that  the  Court  be  adjorned  until  the  third  Tuesday  in 
September  next  to  Catfish  Camp  Augusta  Town 

Edw.  Ward. 

At  a Court  held  at  Augusta  Town  for  the  district  of  West 
Augusta  the  [September]  17th  1776  : 

Pres’t,  Edward  Ward,  Dorsey  Penticost,  John  Cannon, 
David  Shepherd. 

Pat  McElroy,  deputy  Sheriff,  protested  against  the  Insuff  of 
the  Goal,  <Sc  on  his  motion  Ord  to  be  Certified. 

(79)  Ord  the  Sheriff  Summon  24  Freeholders  to  serve  as  a Grand- 
jury  at  this  Court  in  November  next. 

Ord  that  the  Court  be  adjorned  until  to  Morrow  Morning  6 
o’clock.  Edw’d  Ward. 

At  a Court  Continued  and  held  at  Augusta  Town,  for  the 
district  of  West  Augusta,  September  the  iSth,  1776  : 

Present,  Edward  \\’ard,  Dorsey  Penticost,  John  Cannon, 
David  Shepherd,  Gentlemen,  Justices. 

John  McColloch,  Gent,  took  the  Oath  appointed  by  Order 
of  Convention  as  a Justice. 

Present,  John  McColloch. 

"Wm.  Hawkins,  a deputy  Sheriff,  took  the  Oath  appointed 
by  Order  of  Convention  as  a deputy  Sheriff. 

David  Rodgers,  Isaac  Cox,  John  McDowell,  Richard  Yeats, 
Wm.  Scott,  Dan’i  Mcfarlen,  John  McDaniel,  George  McCor- 
mick, Philip  Ross,  James  McMahon,  Benja  Kuykendall,  Wm 
Lowther,  John  Evans,  David  Scott,  John  Harden,  Senr.,  John 
Swearengen,  Thos.  Gaddis,  \\'in.  Harrison,  Satn’l  Newell,  Thos 
Brown,  Thos  Freeman,  Joshua  Wright,  Erasmias  Bochias, 

-8 These  words,  “Cattish  Camp,”  are  erased  in  the  original  minutes,  and  Augusta 
Town  substituted. 
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Henry  Knocks,  Henry  Vanmetre,  James  Caldwell,  John  Wil- 
.liamson,  Senr.,  Thos.  Polke,  Oliver  Miller,  Zachariah  S}>riggs, 
Benja  Fry,  Jonathan  Coburn,  John  Hamilton,  Zachariah 
Morgan,  Benja  Wilson,  Wm.  Hamen,  Moses  Thompson, 
Ephraim  Ritchardson,  James  Walker,  James  Anderson,  Alex’r 
Maxwell,  Amaziah  Davidson,  Jacob  Cook,  Matthew  Ritchey, 
Jacob  Haymaker,  Thomas  Crooks,  Thomas  Waller,  James 
Wherry,  Ab’m  Inloe,  James  Linley,  And’w  Swearengen,  Wm. 
Rankin  are  recommended  as  Proper  persons  to  be  added  to  the 
Commission, 

(50)  Patrick  McElroy  is  appointed  to  go  Express  from  this  Place 
to  Wmsburgh  for  the  Commission  of  the  Peace.  The  Sheriffs' 
Commission,  and  the  Acts  of  Assembly  and  the  Ordinances  of 
Convention  for  the  district  of  West  Augusta 

And’w  Nangle  and  Rob’t  McKinley  are  appointed  Con- 
stables in  the  Town  of  Pittsburgh,  and  that  they  be  Summoned 
before  Edward  Ward,  Gent,  to  be  Sworn  into  the  s’d  Offices. 

John  Dousman,  who  was  appointed  a Consta  in  the  Town  of 
Pittsburgh  and  refusing  to  swear  into  the  said  Office,  It  is  Ord 
that  for  the  s’d  Contempt  he  be  fined  ^'2. 

Richard  Yeats,  John  Campbell,  James  McMahon  are 
recommended  as  proper  persons  for  Coroners. 

Andrew  Vaughan,  on  behalf  of  Jos.  Horton,  Moved  for  a 
Judg  Ag’st  John  Christian,  High  Sherift',  for  the  Amount  of  an 
Exn  recovered  by  Francis  Brown,  a deputy  of  the  s’d  Joseph 
Horton,  against  Adam  Bell  Pat  McElroy,  a deputy  also,  and 
who  farmed  the  same  of  the  s’d  Christian,  appeared  and  con- 
fessed a Judgment.  Pat  McElrov,  a deputy  Sheriff,  on  behalf 
of  John  Christian,  moved  for  a Judgment  ag’st  Francis  Brown, 
a deput}-  also,  and  Daniel  Brown  and  Wm  Christy  his  Sec’y, 
for  the  Amount  of  the  Judg,  and  Costs  obtained  ag’st  him  by 
Jos.  Horton,  for  the  Amount  of  the  Ex’n  of  the  s’d  Jos  ag’st 
Adam  Bell,  received  by  the  s’d  Francis,  and  Judgment  is 
granted 

Ab  Dorsey  Penticost 

(51)  The  Court  on  Considering  the  Ordinance  of  Convention  lor 
holding  a Court  in  the  district  of  West  Augusta  without  WTit  of 
adjournments  from  East  .\ugusta,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  every 
Month,  at  such  place  as  they  shall  appoint,  are  of  ( )[iinion  that 
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by  such  Ordinance  they  are  a separate  and  distinct  County  and 
Court  from  that  of  East  Augusta,  and  they  do  appoint  Dorsey 
Penticost,  ?Aqr.,  there  Clerk  for  this  Court,  to  which  John 
Madison,  Jun’r  deputy  Clerk,  on  behalf  of  John  Madison,  Clerk 
of  the  County,  objected  to  the  appointment,  alledging  that 
they  had  no  right  so  to  do  till  the  division  of  the  County,  look- 
ing upon  him  as  Clerk  of  East  Augusta  and  the  district  of  West 
Augusta  till  a division  is  made  by  an  Ordinance  of  Convention. 

Ord  that  John  Madison,  Jun’r  deputy  Clerk,  in  whose  Cus- 
tody the  records  of  the  adjorned  Court  for  this  district  are,  is 
ordered  to  deliver  them  to  this  Court  on  the  25  th  of  October 
next. 

Ordered  that  the  Court  be  adjorned  until  the  Court  in 
Course.  * Edw’d  Ward. 

At  a Court  held  for  the  district  of  West  xAugusta  at  Augusta 
Town,  Xovember  19,  1776  : 

Present,  Edward  Ward,  John  McColloch,  John  Cannon, 
William  Goe,  David  Shepherd. 

Thomas  Glenn,  who  was  bound  by  recog  to  Appear  at  the 
Grand  jury  Court,  appeared,  and  was  Ord  to  he  prosecuted 
for  beating  his  Serv’t.  No  prosecutor  or  Witnesses  appearing, 
it  is  ordered  that  he  be  discharged. 

Ord  that  the  Court  be  adjorned  until  to  Morrow  Morning  8 
o’clock  Edw’d  Ward. 

At  a Court  Cont’d  and  held  for  the  district  of  West  A^ugusta 
County,  November  the  20th,  1776  : 

Present,  Edward  Ward,  John  McColloch,  John  Cannon, 
David  Shepherd, 

Capt’n  AVm.  Christy  prod  a Com  of  Capt’n  of  a Comp’y  of 
Militia,  took  the  Oath  required  by  Ordinance  of  Con\  ention 
O C’d. 

Leiut  Jacob  P)Ousman,  the  same 

Ensign  Hugh  Smith. 

[Here  the  minutes  of  this  court  end.] 
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